
Promoting and enhancing the awareness and preservation of the heritage and traditions of Bartow County

Editor: Ted Porter / Je� Williams Copyright 2025      EVHS

P.O. Box 1886, Cartersville, GA 30120 Phone: 770-606-8862Volume 124, September 2025     

ETOWAH VALLEY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

                             
 It had been several years (2021) since the EVHS had offered this exciting tour of the Saltpeter Cave to our 
members. So, as it turns out, one of our newer Bartow residents and EVHS members, Joel Rowe, is an accomplished 
“caver”, so termed. He agreed to lead this trip, along with help from a number of 
his fine caver friends from around Georgia (primarily the Clocktower Grotto in 
Rome). So, plans were made, access was granted and preliminary surveillance 
was conducted of the property by Joel, Mark Matthews and Ted Porter. The 
scouting troop punched in access to the gate, bounced down the dirt road thru 
several sunken mudholes (could be trouble!), via trees fallen across the road and 
grown-up brush and grass. Hmm. Well, the paths were cleared, the protective gate 
was opened and we and several visiting cavers re-entered the underworld of 
Saltpeter.  All is well for the July trip, we hope!
 48 members signed up for the trip, arrived at their designated time (ok, 

some didn’t, but that’s an aside), 
were processed at the EVHS office 
at the Gold-domed Courthouse by 
Dianne Tate, Marty Mulinix, Diane 
Mooney, Becky Champion, Judy 
Kilgore and Susan Yark. After the  
check in, guests caught their 20 
minute bus ride to Kingston. There, 
the 12 or so members walked to the 
gathering area where they attained 
instructions from Joel, received 
their lighted helmets and off they went into the brave new under-world!
After an hour of negotiating the 
paths, guides pointed out the 
many rock formations, caverns, 
graffiti left by many a 
Bartownian of years ago. 

Guests man-handled the exit rope and all were accounted for!  It was 
purported that many of them were heard singing the song … “Working in the 
Coal Mine ……”, but that’s just a rumor. After a debriefing and some 
nourishments provided by Judy Kilgore, Mark Matthews, Steve Ward and Ted 
Porter, the party received a group picture of their successful foray! *Operators 
are available now for purchase of these fine fotos, yall!      (continued on page 9)

A REPEAT performance to …. Kingston Saltpeter Cave …. where else?!

Wartime map of SPC

Joel does his Intro to the cave

O�ce Registration crew 
(1st: Becky, Marty 2nd: Susan, Judy and Diane)
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Upcoming Events  for  EVHS
SAVE THE DATE

Save Acworth History 
Adairsville Depot History Museum

Bartow History Museum
Cassville Historical Society

Cherokee County History Center
Euharlee History Museum

Funk Heritage Center
Gordon County History Society

Paulding County Historical Society
Rockmart History Museum
Rome Area History Center

Noble Hill-Wheeler Memorial Center
Stilesboro Academy

Marietta History Center
Kingston Women’s History Museum

Chieftains Museum / Major Ridge Home
Cartersville Welcome Center

This is a list of our sister (neighboring) History 
Societies here in NW Georgia we are 
collaborating with and support.

Note: Some dates are subject to change.

Wartime map of SPC

October 3-5 - Re-enactment of the Battle of Allatoona Pass
October 10 - Annual Meeting & (Beavers) Steak Dinner at           
“                   “In �e Valley”
December 7 - Christmas Home Tour at Malbone
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EVHS’s “In The Valley” Estate continues to develop into a real Event site.
                What has been accomplished in 2025

Exciting News! Corra’s homeplace now has a Mitsubishi mini-split A/C unit to two rooms! Will make it SO much cooooler at events, including our 
Fall Annual Meeting   

Compliments of Joann and Jim Pugh, “ITV” now has two grand Arbor benches. (left)
And the Fruit orchard? Now has 3 Apple trees, 2 Fig trees, 2 Mulberry trees and a partridge in a pear tree (right)

 And Corra’s “empty” Garden?                                                 Is now Corra’s “Wild�ower” Garden!

Trailwork? The decayed bridges have been removed.
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ITV’s 54 acres & 12 buildings require much weekly upkeep and continued development

Trailwork? The decayed bridges have been removed. To be replaced to allow passage to hikers and trail carts. 

The Front Entrance? Curious passersby learn about ITV from this new sign. And frequent visitors are welcomed via the popular Solar-Powered 
gate!

And remember the hordes of privet behind the Chapel?  20-25 ft has been cut back – can now see down to Corra’s Garden!

 Lots of work has been accomplished each week via EVHS contributions of $ and hard work.
Becoming quite the showplace; the place to show-off to new visitors and returning guests. Thank you!
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To Our Cherished Giving Tuesday Donors and Members: Thank You
Thank You for Building With Us — Preserving the Past for Future Generations

 Your generosity helped transform our vision into reality at In The Valley this year. You not only supported vital 
restoration efforts; you also made possible educational events that continue to strengthen our community.

Because of you, we were able to:
 Install one half of a new air conditioning system, bringing comfort to our shared spaces
 Repair roofing, addition of new windows, preserving the integrity and beauty of our historic site
 Sustain dedicated office staffing and maintain essential equipment, ensuring continuity and care in our daily 
operations
 Host lectures that deepened community understanding and connection
 Open our doors for a special Open House, welcoming neighbors and supporters into the heart of our mission
 Each of these milestones reflects your commitment to legacy, stewardship, and shared impact. Every 
improvement carries your kindness.
 We invite you to take a moment to browse the photos below and see what you helped build and provide for EVHS:

 Because of you, we completed meaningful projects that deepen community, and preserve the heart of EVHS. Your 
gifts and membership made it all possible.

EVHS invites YOU to join us again for Giving Tuesday 2025.
Visit EVHSOnline.org to make your gift and continue the legacy. 

 Hear Ye, Hear Ye
Annual dues are due on your "Join month"

Go online to pay or send check to Courthouse address.
Effective Oct 1, dues increase (1st time since 2015), so beat the deadline!

Student $15                      Individual $25            Family $35
      Club/Organization $50     Patron $100                Corporate $150
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Senator John P. King

Spring Bank
Second Largest Oak Tree in Georgia

  Our Cities and Communities in Bartow County

 Our own EVHS Website lists 7 cities and 50+ named communities in our home county. This will start a new 
series, highlighting each of these, cause …. who knew?
 

 The Cities of Bartow County

                                                                           
Adairsville, incorporated in 1854                   Cartersville, incorporated in 1854                Emerson, incorporated in 1889

                                                                     
Euharlee, incorporated in 1870                         Kingston, incorporated in 1850             Taylorsville, incorporated in 1916

                                                                                                         
                                                                              White, incorporated in 1919

 The many Communities of Bartow County
 (non-incorporated areas of past or present)

Abernathysville
Allatoona
Atco
Aubrey
Aylmer
Bartow
Bests
Birmingham
Bochee
Bolivar
Cassville
Cave
Center
Clifford
Connesena
Corbin
Dewey

Etowah
Eves
Ferrobutte
Five Forks
Fosom
Funkhauser
Ford
Grassdale
Grizzletown
Gum Springs
Halls Station
Iron Hill
Ironville
Junta
Ladds
Ligon

Linwood
Little Prairie
Malbone
McCallie
McGinnis
Mostellers
Pine Log
Rogers Station
Rowland Springs
Sanfordsville
Stegall’s Station
Stilesbpro
Sophia
Stamp Creek
Sugar Hill
Wooleys
Wyvern

         
Various Communities about Bartow – Their Stories

Abernathyville
 This community (i.e.14 Abernathy brothers from North Carolina) was located in the lower Stamp Creek region 
in what is the area called Macedonia. (Note Old Macedonia Church). There is still a reunion every September of 
Abernathys from the area.

Five Forks
 This area is at the intersection of Spring Place Rd and Cassville-Pine Log and Five 
Forks Rds. There is a Five Forks (Brethren in Christ) Church nearby that was established in 
1958.

Funkhauser (aka Flexotile)
 This was a mining community in the northeast end of Bartow County just east of 
Hwy 411 at Falling Waters Rd. This mine quarried slate, specifically green slate, one of only 
three areas in the country to produce this color. Flexotile Corporation started it in 1920 and  
Funkhauser Corporation bought it in 1927. Funkhauser School was built for miner’s family 
children.
 
Ladds
 Named after Alonzo Ladd who purchased this area in the 1870s, located north of the 
corner of Euharlee Rd and Hwy 113. It was a shipping point on the Seaboard Air Lines RR 
and included Ladd’s Lime Company which produced a high grade “alabaster” lime. Ladd’s 
Mountain is located overlooking this area. Today, it is the location of Ladd’s Farm Supply.
 
Mostellers
 A plantation and mill off of Hwy 140 near Folsom, settled by the Mostellers of 
North Carolina who arrived in a Conestoga wagon. This area was a productive farm noted 
on Civil War maps with a mill powered by the huge Mosteller Spring. A Georgia Historical 
Society Marker on Hwy 411 denotes its location. *the mill is still in existence.
 
Stegall’s Station
 This was the original name for what is now Emerson, Ga. Emsley Stegall moved to 
the area after the 1832 Land Lottery and a stop was located on the W & A RR where he was 
the Railroad Agent. A post office was named Stegall’s Depot in the 1870s, before the name 
was changed to Emerson in 1889.

 Our own EVHS Website lists 7 cities and 50+ named communities in our home county. This will start a new 
series, highlighting each of these, cause …. who knew?
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City of Kingston – Its Story
 

 The Land Lottery opened this part of Cass County up to settlers after the 1832 Land Lottery 
and more so after the removal of the Cherokees in 1838.  A stagecoach road followed the old 
Indian trails thru this area, and hotels were established once the railroad decided to route itself 
thru the area in 1841.  In 1844, the US Post Office was established as Connesena.  It was 
changed to Kingston in 1845, being 
named after Senator John P. King, a 
railroad official. In 1849, the Memphis 
RR branch to Rome made Kingston a 
commerce hub, connecting to riverboats 
on the Coosa River in Rome. 
 The first Wayside Home (hospital) 
was established in 1862 in Kingston 

after the Civil War broke out in 1861.  Kingston was also part of the famous Great Locomotive Chase, a failed Union 
Army mission in 1862.  The War brought Sherman to Bartow County and to Kingston in May 1864.     Sherman 
headquartered in Kingston before starting his “March to the Sea” in November 1864. 
 In 1864, the Ladies Aid Society in Kingston received permission from the Federal Commander to decorate the 
graves in the cemetery on Decoration Day, with the understanding that flowers would be placed on all graves, Union and 
Confederate alike. This was the beginning of the continued observance of Confederate Memorial Day which is now 
sponsored by the Kingston Woman’s History Club.  The last contingent of Confederate troops 
east of the Mississippi surrendered near the Kingston Methodist Church, with the signature of 
Confederate General Wofford.   Kingston was a flourishing town, with many businesses and 

two banks until the Crash in 1929.
 Notable people from Kingston.  Rev. Charles 
Wallace Howard discovered natural cement stone on his 
property (Spring Bank), developing the Howard 
Hydraulic Cement Company; Godfrey Barnsley built the  
Woodlands Manor which today is  Barnsley  Resort);  
Melvinia “Mattie” Shields McGruder, the 5th Great 
Grandmother to Michelle Obama, who moved to 
Kingston as a freed slave after the war, became a 
well-respected midwife and is buried in Kingston City 
Cemetery. The Kingston Woman’s History Club has 
remained an active 
resource for 
Kingston. They 
created support from 
residents to build two 
Museums (1969, 1997), to document Civil 
War and local history and by  providing 
celebrations and access to history to citizens 
and tourists alike.

Senator John P. King
Kingston Railroad Depot

Spring Bank
Second Largest Oak Tree in Georgia

Cement, Georgia

  Our Cities and Communities in Bartow County

 Our own EVHS Website lists 7 cities and 50+ named communities in our home county. This will start a new 
series, highlighting each of these, cause …. who knew?
 

 The Cities of Bartow County

                                                                           
Adairsville, incorporated in 1854                   Cartersville, incorporated in 1854                Emerson, incorporated in 1889

                                                                     
Euharlee, incorporated in 1870                         Kingston, incorporated in 1850             Taylorsville, incorporated in 1916

                                                                                                         
                                                                              White, incorporated in 1919

 The many Communities of Bartow County
 (non-incorporated areas of past or present)

         
Various Communities about Bartow – Their Stories

Abernathyville
 This community (i.e.14 Abernathy brothers from North Carolina) was located in the lower Stamp Creek region 
in what is the area called Macedonia. (Note Old Macedonia Church). There is still a reunion every September of 
Abernathys from the area.

Five Forks
 This area is at the intersection of Spring Place Rd and Cassville-Pine Log and Five 
Forks Rds. There is a Five Forks (Brethren in Christ) Church nearby that was established in 
1958.

Funkhauser (aka Flexotile)
 This was a mining community in the northeast end of Bartow County just east of 
Hwy 411 at Falling Waters Rd. This mine quarried slate, specifically green slate, one of only 
three areas in the country to produce this color. Flexotile Corporation started it in 1920 and  
Funkhauser Corporation bought it in 1927. Funkhauser School was built for miner’s family 
children.
 
Ladds
 Named after Alonzo Ladd who purchased this area in the 1870s, located north of the 
corner of Euharlee Rd and Hwy 113. It was a shipping point on the Seaboard Air Lines RR 
and included Ladd’s Lime Company which produced a high grade “alabaster” lime. Ladd’s 
Mountain is located overlooking this area. Today, it is the location of Ladd’s Farm Supply.
 
Mostellers
 A plantation and mill off of Hwy 140 near Folsom, settled by the Mostellers of 
North Carolina who arrived in a Conestoga wagon. This area was a productive farm noted 
on Civil War maps with a mill powered by the huge Mosteller Spring. A Georgia Historical 
Society Marker on Hwy 411 denotes its location. *the mill is still in existence.
 
Stegall’s Station
 This was the original name for what is now Emerson, Ga. Emsley Stegall moved to 
the area after the 1832 Land Lottery and a stop was located on the W & A RR where he was 
the Railroad Agent. A post office was named Stegall’s Depot in the 1870s, before the name 
was changed to Emerson in 1889.

by Marty Mulinix

Michelle Obama’s
5th Great Grandmother’s Grave
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  Our Cities and Communities in Bartow County

 Our own EVHS Website lists 7 cities and 50+ named communities in our home county. This will start a new 
series, highlighting each of these, cause …. who knew?
 

 The Cities of Bartow County

                                                                           
Adairsville, incorporated in 1854                   Cartersville, incorporated in 1854                Emerson, incorporated in 1889

                                                                     
Euharlee, incorporated in 1870                         Kingston, incorporated in 1850             Taylorsville, incorporated in 1916

                                                                                                         
                                                                              White, incorporated in 1919

 The many Communities of Bartow County
 (non-incorporated areas of past or present)

         
Various Communities about Bartow – Their Stories

Abernathyville
 This community (i.e.14 Abernathy brothers from North Carolina) was located in the lower Stamp Creek region 
in what is the area called Macedonia. (Note Old Macedonia Church). There is still a reunion every September of 
Abernathys from the area.

Five Forks
 This area is at the intersection of Spring Place Rd and Cassville-Pine Log and Five 
Forks Rds. There is a Five Forks (Brethren in Christ) Church nearby that was established in 
1958.

Funkhauser (aka Flexotile)
 This was a mining community in the northeast end of Bartow County just east of 
Hwy 411 at Falling Waters Rd. This mine quarried slate, specifically green slate, one of only 
three areas in the country to produce this color. Flexotile Corporation started it in 1920 and  
Funkhauser Corporation bought it in 1927. Funkhauser School was built for miner’s family 
children.
 
Ladds
 Named after Alonzo Ladd who purchased this area in the 1870s, located north of the 
corner of Euharlee Rd and Hwy 113. It was a shipping point on the Seaboard Air Lines RR 
and included Ladd’s Lime Company which produced a high grade “alabaster” lime. Ladd’s 
Mountain is located overlooking this area. Today, it is the location of Ladd’s Farm Supply.
 
Mostellers
 A plantation and mill off of Hwy 140 near Folsom, settled by the Mostellers of 
North Carolina who arrived in a Conestoga wagon. This area was a productive farm noted 
on Civil War maps with a mill powered by the huge Mosteller Spring. A Georgia Historical 
Society Marker on Hwy 411 denotes its location. *the mill is still in existence.
 
Stegall’s Station
 This was the original name for what is now Emerson, Ga. Emsley Stegall moved to 
the area after the 1832 Land Lottery and a stop was located on the W & A RR where he was 
the Railroad Agent. A post office was named Stegall’s Depot in the 1870s, before the name 
was changed to Emerson in 1889.

The Water Wheel at Mosteller’s Mill

Funkhauser Mine

Mystery: Where (exactly) is this newly repainted 
marker located?

Bonus points. “Who” erected it?!

History Quiz

( Answer on page 9)

Various Communities about Bartow – Their Stories
by Ted Porter
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History Quiz Answer

Great photo of cave exit
*photo credit to Stacy Mathison

The 10:30 Group shot!

Celebration time by Guides and EVHS sta�!

The Water Wheel at Mosteller’s Mill

Back in the sunlight
The Jug

More Cave Photos
(continued from page 1)

Corner of Old River Rd 
& Hwy 293,
Cartersville

Installed by JB Tate
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EVHS  Member’s Page
New Members Recognized

Volunteers Story
 In the previous year of opening our office door to researching, donating and visiting, the following society 
members have graciously worked in our office reception area.

Thank you all so much for being the Etowah Valley Historical Society face to the community.

Jeff Williams
Marty Mulinix
Steve Ward

Shelley Williamson
Jim Williamson
Jim Edwards

Myra Ramsey
Laurie Porter
Connie Woods

Debi Royer
Dianne Tate

The Jug

John                            Adams        Cartersville     GA 
Lisa Clark & Richard      Biurgren               White GA 
Tyler                            Brown        Rome GA 
Lee & April           Carroll        Cartersville     GA 
Amy                            Chastain              Cartersville GA 
Clay & Sheryl           Chastain              Cartersville GA 
Nan & Dennis           Collier        Cartersville GA 
Kristin & Justin               Dial        Cartersville GA 
Nanci                            Dunton        Cartersville GA 
Christopher           Feldt        Ellijay     GA 
Brian & Kate           Gavin        Cartersville GA 
Lisa & Jay           Harris        Cartersville GA 
DaRon & Rebecca          Henson        Cartersville GA
Tina                    Hooper        Cartersville GA
Gretchen & Bennie       Lino        Cartersville GA
Alison                               Wiedetz                Cartersville     Ga
 

Jennifer                            Mason        Calhoun GA
Jerry & Linda           Postell        Cartersville GA
Sherry                            Precord        Emerson GA
Jacob                            Pruitt        Cartersville GA
Caitlin                            Quraishi        Dallas GA
Rebecca & John           Rhodes        Cartersville GA
Michael                             Rhodes        Graham TX
Rachel                        Simon        Cartersville GA
Sha & Dan           Simon        Cartersville GA
KK                            Smith        Taylorsville GA
Amy                            Tilley        Kingston GA
Elizabeth           Watanabe        Cartersville GA
Christy                            Wilson        Alpharetta GA

   

Lori                                    Anderson            Suwanee         Ga

 We welcome Keith Bailey to the EVHS Board to replace the departure of Myra 
Ramsey. We will miss Myra, as she was an enthusiastic supporter of EVHS. She and her 
husband have moved to be close to their new grandchild in the north Fulton County area.
 Keith is retired from Etowah Mounds State Park. An outdoor guy all his life, he has 
quite a varied resume in the park system, as Volunteer, as Interpretive Ranger, as Manager. 
With an Associate degree from Reinhardt in Fine Arts and a B.A. in Anthropology from GSU, 
he specializes in Native American studies. Living just over the line in Gordon County, he is a 
frequent volunteer (and Docent) at nearby “In The Valley.” Welcome Keith!

Welcome to the Board

 “Welcome to Joel Rowe as the newest addition to the “ In The Valley” Leadership Team along with Steve Ward 
and Ted Porter. Joel hails from Yellville, Arkansas with a degree from Arkansas Tech University. He and his wife (Becky) 
moved to Rydal last year. He literally, regularly “runs” Mt Pleasant Rd each week and walks his dog on the “ITV” trail.
 An ardent “caver”, he superbly led our event at Saltpeter Cave this summer. Basically, he will be our Trail Boss, 
as he oversees “ITV’s” outdoors, maintaining the trails and trees. We are fortunate to be able to tap Joel’s outdoor talents 
into “ITV’s” plan - welcome Joel”.

Welcome
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Debi Royer
Dianne Tate

What’s Happening this Fall … Historically Speaking

Battle of Allatoona Pass - Re-enactment on Oct 3-5, 2025
 In the 1850's, Sherman had visited northern Georgia and understood the vitalness (and severity) of the 
Allatoona Mountains when war came. Though he bypassed it in May of 1864 as the Union and Confederate armies 
battled toward Atlanta, he re-occupied Allatoona to follow, as a Supply 

Depot on the W & A railroad. 
After the fall of Atlanta, 
Confederate General Samuel 
French was ordered to re-take 
the pass and disrupt Sherman’s 
supplies. On Oct 5th, 1864, 
French attacked with 3300 
troops and artillery against 
2000 well-entrenched Union 
soldiers. After hours of 
bombardment & frontal attacks 

on the two redoubts, a demand of surrender was sent to Union General 
Corse. He rejected of offer and with the threat of reinforcements from Acworth, French withdrew his troops at 2 pm. In 
7 hrs of fighting, there were over 1600 casualties, making it one of the bloodiest battles of the Civil War.
     

                                                  
Stilesboro Improvement Club – Annual Chrysanthemum Show, Nov 1, 2025

 Since 1940, the Stilesboro Academy has been in the stewardship of 
the Stilesboro Improvement Club, a ladies’ club founded March 25, 1910, 
for the purpose of supporting community needs through volunteerism and 
benevolence. In 1912, the club’s most enduring and enjoyable fundraiser 
was suggested by Miss Campie Hawkins when she advocated hosting a 
chrysanthemum show and tea similar to one that had been hosted two years 
prior to the club’s founding. For many years, the ladies around Stilesboro 
had been growing and sharing chrysanthemums. Stilesboro history records 
show that a sharecropper’s wife at Captain H. J. McCormick’s farm was the 
first in the community to disbud plants, in order to produce larger blossoms. 
The club members agreed to host the event and the tradition of the Stilesboro Chrysanthemum Show began November 
6, 1912. Refreshments were served, admission was 10 cents admission, netting $16.00.

 
Malbone - EVHS Tour of Home, Dec 7th, 2025

 Malbone was the 1866 home of Robert Mackay Stiles, who moved to 
north Georgia from Savannah. He built the brick, columned home on the site of 
an Indian Trading Post. It served as a post office between 1886 and 1915 and 
was the beginning of the Episcopal Church in Bartow County. It was named for 
Robert MacKay’s cousin Edward Greene, a famous miniature painter. 
The lovely Malbone is owned by Kory and Galen McDaniel and will be the site 
of EVHS’s Christmas event this year. Come join us!

Jennifer                            Mason        Calhoun GA
Jerry & Linda           Postell        Cartersville GA
Sherry                            Precord        Emerson GA
Jacob                            Pruitt        Cartersville GA
Caitlin                            Quraishi        Dallas GA
Rebecca & John           Rhodes        Cartersville GA
Michael                             Rhodes        Graham TX
Rachel                        Simon        Cartersville GA
Sha & Dan           Simon        Cartersville GA
KK                            Smith        Taylorsville GA
Amy                            Tilley        Kingston GA
Elizabeth           Watanabe        Cartersville GA
Christy                            Wilson        Alpharetta GA
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