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EVHS Begins Clean Up and Repairs at “In The Valley”

By late Spring 2023 EVHS will have a fresh event site for Society members to enjoy and a possible venue for public 
events. Plans include a schedule to hold open houses, meetings and periodic tours at “In The Valley (ITV)."

Beginning late July 2022 a handful of volunteers 
began recovering the Cherokee Period Cabin and 
former home of Corra Harris. The property had 
been idle for over a decade leaving considerable 
updates, maintenance, overgrowth, and clean up to 
be done. The lack of attention left the buildings 
and grounds in a rather cluttered, decayed and 
neglected condition. Electric service had become 
faulty throughout the buildings, plumbing needed 

updating, roof leaks, termite damage, thresholds/floors had to be repaired, loads of 
trash had to be hauled off and many doors and windows were non-operable.

Volunteers and some contracted services have made significant progress toward new 
life for the historic property.  Among other improvements made thus far include:  new 
hand rails, electric trenched to the library/study, an electric hub installed at the 
flag pole for future events, repairs to the drive, added basement post, carpentry repairs, 
heavy overgrowth cut back and a deep cleaning in the primary buildings. Also, a 
caretaker has been secured and living on the property to service grounds and surveillance.

Upon walking the grounds, a smothered rock garden was discovered embedded deep 
among thick woods, vines, and ivy. Similar to finding an ancient dwelling in the jungles of 
South America, the rock garden has continued to be revealed after several days 
work.

Efforts continue at several locations including accessing the pond, barn, and the spring house. EVHS has an 
exciting project and opportunity unfolding. We hope you will choose to participate in some role. More can be 

learned about the history of ITV by visiting the EVHS website home page and clicking on the "In the Valley" link. If 
you wish to join the ITV volunteers contact the office at 770 606 8862.
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Upcoming Events  for  EVHS
____________________________

March 16, 2023  –  Women’s History Month - Bandy Chenille Lecture, 

Susan Gilmore.  Cartersville Library.

TBD  –  Ladd’s Mountain Hike. Members only.

May 7, 2023  –  Quiz Bowl. 

TBD  –  Native American Dig Lecture/Tour. Walnut Grove.

August 2023  –  Allatoona Dam Tours. (2) Members only.

October 7th & 8th 2023  –  Allatoona Pass.

October 13, 2023  –  Annual Meeting.  “In �e Valley.”

December 2, 2023 – Annual Christmas Banquet. 

                      Note: Some dates are subject to change.

SAVE THE DATE

_________

Individual                                             $20 
Family                                              $30 
Club/Organization                                            $50
Patron                                              $100 
Corporate                                             $150 

Don’t forget to renew your dues

 E V H S reminds members that dues 
are renewable according to the 
a n n i v e r s a r y month that you 
joined. Notices to renew are now 
sent out via email and 
h a r d c o p y letter to your 
p o s t a l address.  You 
may renew on line or mail a check 
to the office at PO Box 1886. EVHS 
remains a most affordable and 
outstanding value. 

In Memoriam
Mr. James Ray Dellinger, Jr.
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“In The Valley” Volunteers
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EVHS Volunteers Uncover Hidden Garden
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Christmas 2022 at Grand Oaks
 EVHS members enjoyed a festive Christmas dinner and social on Friday December 2, at Grand Oaks. The 
evening began with a reception, tour of the home and brief remarks by co-president Dianne Tate followed by grace 

returned by the Rev. Louis Tonsmeire. The evening also served as an opportunity to toast the 65th Anniversary of 
Louis and Sally Tonsmeire prior to dinner. Everyone enjoyed the splendidly decorated home (all three levels) that donned 
colorful yuletide trimmings and abundant ornaments.
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Speaker’s Bureau
 On November 7th, Stan Bearden and Joe Head guest lectured to 

50 students at Red Top Middle School on the history of mining in 
Bartow County. Joe discussed the digital map gallery, iron furnaces and 

previous mining community of Bartow where LakePoint Sports is today. 
Stan spoke more broadly about historic county ore deposits, products 
made from Bartow ores and age of rock formations found in Bartow 

County.

In November Joe Head presented his "Historic Train Wrecks” lecture at a Georgia Highlands College luncheon 
to a group of higher education retirees from across the state of Georgia.

(Among other institutions in attendance were 
KSU, Emory, Georgia Highlands, Clayton 
State, North Georgia Tech, Georgia State, 

Georgia Perimeter)

Guy Parmenter, left, addressed Wednesday Rotary 
of approximately 25 attendees regarding
EVHS 50th Anniversary

On January 17th, Joe Head presented his Historic 
Train Wrecks of Bartow County lecture to the SOC.

Joe Head preps Cartersville Middle Quiz Bowl 
Team Candidates
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 Our History Hunters are back in action with a recent hunt at the ITV campus. Also,  our Hunters detected a 
burned out property near Wilderness Camp Road. Nine detectors participated led by Gale Palmer. Among other 
finds items included coins, bracelet and door hardware.

EVHS Volume 116, February 2023

History Hunters
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 Those of us who live in Bartow County are familiar with the names like Adair and Pettit for which 
Adairsville and Pettit Creek were named. However, few realize these families had Cherokee heritage 
that would come to influence their removal. Many of us may have wondered who they were and what 
happened to them. In the book Cherokee Planters in Georgia 1832-1838: Historical Essays on Eleven 
Counties in the Cherokee Nation of Georgia, historian and genealogist Don L. Shadburn gives us an 
account of what some of the Adairs, Pettits and other prominent families owned and where they lived 
along the rivers and creeks of Bartow County. This inventory is derived from a registry made when they 
emigrated to Cherokee lands west of the Mississippi River.
 Most people know about the tragedy of the Trail of Tears and how thousands of Cherokees were 
forcibly removed from their homes and sent to land west of the Mississippi. Most people do not know 
about the previous treaties that facilitated the voluntary migration of a handful of the Cherokees, 
including some members of the Adair and Pettit families. For the Cherokees in Georgia, there were 
actually two different migration events that preceded the Trail of Tears. One was 1832, and the other 
was 1836 after the Land Lottery but before the Trail of Tears removal. In this article we are focusing on 
the 1832 event.
 George Washington adopted a policy to encourage the “civilizing” of the Indians and to promote 
acceptance into white society. However, 
Thomas Jefferson in the Compact of 
1802 promised the removal of all 
Cherokee claims in Georgia.
 In 1817 approximately one third of 
the Cherokee People moved to Indian 
Territory west of the Mississippi. They 
wanted the freedom to pursue their 
traditional lifestyle and not be coerced 
into white society. They had signed a 
treaty that traded land in the southeast 
United States for what is now Arkansas. 
These were known as the Old Settlers. 
Included in this group was Sequoyah, the 
man who invented the Cherokee 
syllabary.

 Disputes with neighboring tribes and encroachment of white settlers left them wanting to move 
farther west. So, in 1828 Sequoyah went with a delegation to Washington, DC to sign a new treaty 
that exchanged land in Arkansas for land in Oklahoma. This Treaty of May 6, 1828 has become 

known as “Sequoyah's Treaty”.
 In hopes that most of the Cherokees would follow suit with the Old Settlers, The Treaty of 1828 
had a provision that encouraged more Cherokees to move west. As an incentive, following the first year 
of arrival, rifles and other objects were promised as well as financial assistance for the relocation. 
Compensation for farms and property left behind was paid to the Cherokees and white men with Indian 
families that registered. That same year in 1828 gold was discovered 30 miles east of New Echota, 
setting the course of more intense efforts to separate the Cherokees from their land. The state claimed 
jurisdiction and named the area Cherokee County that year.
 Due to the matrilineal clans of the Cherokees, white men married to Cherokee women were also 
required to take their families west. Children of white women and Cherokee men were not considered 
to be Cherokee, so would not be accepted in the clans or expected to emigrate. There were many 
families with European surnames that were considered to be Cherokee, usually because the fathers or 
grandfathers were traders to the Cherokee nation or government agents that had close contact with the 
Cherokees. Also, as a result of this intermarrying, these families had wealth that the typical Cherokee 
did not have, and frequently owned slaves as well. Other well-known examples of this are chiefs, John 
Ross and Joseph Vann.

 In February 1832, several Cherokees or men with Cherokee families began registering in Pine 
Log and Hightower (Etowah) for this program with Agents Montgomery, Scudder, Dawson and 

Davis.
 Following is a list of the items that were registered for compensation by a few of the families in 
Cass County as they left to settle in the west.

Samuel Adair Jr.-   Feb 18, 1832: 

Where Nicholson cleared on Two Run [Creek]: One field of 28 acres $140. 

One other improvement at Hightower Town, one old cabin $6; 17 acres of good upland $102; 60 peach trees, 12 acres 
of upland half cleared, ($3 each); One other improvement: 6 ½ acres cleared bottomland (bad fence) at $6, 10 apple 
trees, 19 peach trees first quality, 24 other peach trees (total $486.75). 

One other improvement on the east side of Hightower: 2 cabins, 1 house, 1 lot, 5 1/2 acres good upland at $6, 11 peach 
trees. 

Another improvement at Petit’s Mill Creek: 4 houses, 2 lots, 21 acres low ground, to be placed to the credit of Benjamin 
Pettit’s heirs. 

Total $393.75, including Polly Adair’s improvements on Oothcaloga Creek “not far from Andy Adair’s mill”. 

Joel M Bryant:  

Three separate valuations were made Feb 16, Feb 27 and April 1832 as follows: 

Improvement on Two Run Creek: one good dwelling cabin with two plank floors, good stack chimney 22 by 20 feet, 
$50. 

Kitchen, smokehouse, 2 corn cribs, 2 stables, springhouse, barn, 80 acres cleared highland at $6, garden, 212 peach 
trees, 1 other lot: total valuation $760. 

Another improvement on Two Run: one dwelling cabin, corn crib, smokehouse, 2 lots 2 ½ acres lowland at $7, 9 ¾ 
acres upland at $6, 38 peach trees, 1 lot: valuation $122.75. 

Another improvement known as Spanish John’s old place at Woodward Town [on the Oostanaula River in Floyd 
County]: one double cabin, good roof & entry between, good chimney, $40. 

Another valued at $33. 

Another dwelling without chimney, $25. 

One hewed log wall $35, corn crib $12, stable $5. 

12 ½ acres upland at $6, 5 acres of upland at $6, 15 acres partly cleared at $3, 10 acres of old ground at $4, 8 acres 
of old ground at $5, 4 acres of field, no fence, at $2, 2 lots, one yard lot, 12 apple trees at $1 per tree, 21 apple trees, 
small, at 25 cents each, 106 peach trees at 75 cents per tree. 

 One old house with good roof, one other improvement known as Ashes old place (viz) – cabin two storied high, good 
chimney and roof, $40; one good cabin, $20: one loading cabin $10; 3 ½ acres old ground, fenced in at $4 per acre; 9 
acres upland at $4, 66 young peach trees at 75 cents; total amount for improvements: $679.25. 

Bryant’s improvements where John Elliot and Samuel May reside [in Cass county]: dwelling house of hewed logs, shed 
and good roof and floor, stack chimney, stone, back wall & jams, $35; dwelling house $35, kitchen, corn crib, dwelling, 
$50; outhouse, kitchen, hewed log dwelling, $50; corn cribs and 3 stables, $38; smokehouse, cabin, 36 acres land 
cleared, $302; 13 acres cleared,, plus 6 other acres cleared, $152; 19 apple trees, 46 peach trees, $53.50. 

Edmund Crutchfield’s place: cabin, 10 acres upland, 8 peach trees;  

Joseph Crutchfield’s place: saw and grist mill, two story framed house 50 x 30 feet, pair of mill stones, bolting cloth 
and chest, all timbers of oak, $750; one old house piazza, chimney, stone jams, hearth and back wall, two stories high, 
and one old smokehouse, $40; corn crib, cabin near the mill, 2 lots, $26; 28 acres of cleared land, plus an additional 28 
acres, $208; 172 peach trees and 6 apple trees, $130.50.  

The Shop or Copeland place on the Oostanaula River: mill from the saw and grist mill place $70; framed house, 34 
by 18 feet; double cabin, old corn crib, 2 acres lowland, $37; apple nursery, 7 peach trees, hog style and spring house 
$15.25. 

Joseph Crutchfield’s homeplace on Oostanaula River: large new house, 26 by 18 feet, framed shed, sealed and 
weatherboarded, $400; large new smokehouse, 2 kitchens, a garden lot, $55, stable lot and gate, 2 lots around 

garden and yard, $12; 2 corn cribs, wagon shed, 2 other houses, $65; 3 stables. $24; turnip patch, small lot, 22 peach 
trees, $14.50; 104 peach trees, 7 acres upland, $120; 17 acres river bottomland, $136; 

29 ½ acres river bottomland $236; 2 acres bottom land partly cleared $23.  

Katy Pettit [wife of Thomas Pettit Sr]: 

Improved on [Pettit’s] Mill Creek: one new hewed log house 26 by 22 feet wide, two stories, covered with good walnut 
shingles, good floors and doors, two brick chimneys (one with two fireplaces), all done in good workman-like order, 
worth $313.50. 

Kitchen, 2 outhouses, Negro house, smokehouse, corn crib, 3 stables, 3 lots, one other outhouse, 9 ½ acres of good 
lowland at $8, 62 acres of highland at $5, 20 acres of highland at $5, 30 apple trees ($45), 70 peach trees ($70), 100 
peach trees at 75 cents each, 2 ½ acres of cleared land at $5, total valuations $1,125..  

She enrolled herself from the Hightower on November 23, 1831, with 5 blacks.  

Thomas Pettit Jr.: 

February 18, 1832; improvement at the Hightower Missionary Place: two story log house, 2 rooms below and 
above, and a garrot floor with a kitchen attached, all with good brick chimneys and baking oven to the kitchen, the 

cracks lined and plastered with lime., $633; well, well house, meat house attached, $50; double smokehouse, $20; 
stable, cabin, corn house, $60; 5 lots, $32; 5 ½ acres of upland at $6, 7 acres of bottomland at $8, one ditch 40 rods long 
at 50 cents per rod; 32 apple trees at 50 cents each; and 22 peach trees at 75 cents each; total valuations: $1,011.50 

He claimed another improvement attached to the above, known as Blacksmith William Thompson’s: double house with 
brick chimney, $65; platform and kitchen, one other cabin, stable, 3 lots, well and 8 acres of upland ($32) plus an 
improvement claimed by Jesse Smith ($39). Pettit enrolled himself and family (5 in all) for emigration, making his 
mark before agents Scudder and John Dawson.  

Peggy Pettit [widow of Benjamin Pettit]: 

No valuations reflected on this roll. She enrolled herself and family (7 in all) on April 2, 1832, making her mark before 
agent Montgomery. Benjamin Pettit first enrolled this family on November 12, 1831 from the Hightower, but evidently 
died soon after emigrating. A muster roll of Cherokees emigrating in 1832 under Benjamin F Currey carries Pettit’s 
name aged 25-50 years, with 1 female the same age, 3 males under 10 and 3 females under 10. 

Ellis F. Phillips [son of Joseph Phillips and Ruth Harlan]: 

Improvements by Joshua Robbins on the Hightower River, 3 miles below the saltpeter cave, worth $130; another 
improvement on the Hightower known as Betsy Roe’s [Rowe’s] place, $88; separate improvement of the river 
valued at $468.25; and adjoining improvement, $47.50; another improvement “where they resided,” includes a 
schoolhouse, $2.50; total valuation $391.50. Enrolled himself (signed by Joshua Robbins) on February 17, 1832, 

before agents Montgomery and Davis.  

Other improvements: his home place with a double house ($200). Kitchen and brick chimney ($70), one old cook 
house, $12, one other house, $10, smokehouse, garden lot, stables, 6 apple trees, $76; 11 peach trees, one draw well, 
one yard lot, $22.  

Another improvement on Town Creek (Squirrel’s Place): 15 acres upland at $3 per acre; 16 peach trees at 50 cents each; 
90 peach trees at 25 cents each. 

One other improvement on Town Creek [Pumpkinvine Creek]. 

 1832 was an eventful year for the Cherokees of north Georgia, as things were escalating very 
quickly. The other four “Civilized Tribes” (Seminole, Chickasaw, Creek, and Choctaw) agreed to 
remove themselves, but the Cherokee Tribe remained and fought in the courts to stay. Also, that year 
Cherokee County was being surveyed into sections and land lots by the state of Georgia for the Land 
Lottery of 1832. Cass County was one of the counties established in 1832. Immediately after the 
lottery, Cherokee County was divided further into 10 counties, (and eventually into the counties we 
know today). One county kept the name and is still called Cherokee County to this day. The land lots, 
districts, and sections used for the lottery are still used in real estate legal descriptions.  

 As a consequence of the Cherokee removal, Cass County was established, but at the expense of 
uprooting full-blooded Native Americans from their homelands including well-known families that 
held kindred Cherokee ancestry. 

Sequoyah’s Treaty
and the

1832 Migration of some of Cass County’s Cherokees to Oklahoma 
Monique Autry Clouse

Cherokee Corn Crib
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 Those of us who live in Bartow County are familiar with the names like Adair and Pettit for which 
Adairsville and Pettit Creek were named. However, few realize these families had Cherokee heritage 
that would come to influence their removal. Many of us may have wondered who they were and what 
happened to them. In the book Cherokee Planters in Georgia 1832-1838: Historical Essays on Eleven 
Counties in the Cherokee Nation of Georgia, historian and genealogist Don L. Shadburn gives us an 
account of what some of the Adairs, Pettits and other prominent families owned and where they lived 
along the rivers and creeks of Bartow County. This inventory is derived from a registry made when they 
emigrated to Cherokee lands west of the Mississippi River.
 Most people know about the tragedy of the Trail of Tears and how thousands of Cherokees were 
forcibly removed from their homes and sent to land west of the Mississippi. Most people do not know 
about the previous treaties that facilitated the voluntary migration of a handful of the Cherokees, 
including some members of the Adair and Pettit families. For the Cherokees in Georgia, there were 
actually two different migration events that preceded the Trail of Tears. One was 1832, and the other 
was 1836 after the Land Lottery but before the Trail of Tears removal. In this article we are focusing on 
the 1832 event.
 George Washington adopted a policy to encourage the “civilizing” of the Indians and to promote 
acceptance into white society. However, 
Thomas Jefferson in the Compact of 
1802 promised the removal of all 
Cherokee claims in Georgia.
 In 1817 approximately one third of 
the Cherokee People moved to Indian 
Territory west of the Mississippi. They 
wanted the freedom to pursue their 
traditional lifestyle and not be coerced 
into white society. They had signed a 
treaty that traded land in the southeast 
United States for what is now Arkansas. 
These were known as the Old Settlers. 
Included in this group was Sequoyah, the 
man who invented the Cherokee 
syllabary.

 Disputes with neighboring tribes and encroachment of white settlers left them wanting to move 
farther west. So, in 1828 Sequoyah went with a delegation to Washington, DC to sign a new treaty 
that exchanged land in Arkansas for land in Oklahoma. This Treaty of May 6, 1828 has become 

known as “Sequoyah's Treaty”.
 In hopes that most of the Cherokees would follow suit with the Old Settlers, The Treaty of 1828 
had a provision that encouraged more Cherokees to move west. As an incentive, following the first year 
of arrival, rifles and other objects were promised as well as financial assistance for the relocation. 
Compensation for farms and property left behind was paid to the Cherokees and white men with Indian 
families that registered. That same year in 1828 gold was discovered 30 miles east of New Echota, 
setting the course of more intense efforts to separate the Cherokees from their land. The state claimed 
jurisdiction and named the area Cherokee County that year.
 Due to the matrilineal clans of the Cherokees, white men married to Cherokee women were also 
required to take their families west. Children of white women and Cherokee men were not considered 
to be Cherokee, so would not be accepted in the clans or expected to emigrate. There were many 
families with European surnames that were considered to be Cherokee, usually because the fathers or 
grandfathers were traders to the Cherokee nation or government agents that had close contact with the 
Cherokees. Also, as a result of this intermarrying, these families had wealth that the typical Cherokee 
did not have, and frequently owned slaves as well. Other well-known examples of this are chiefs, John 
Ross and Joseph Vann.

 In February 1832, several Cherokees or men with Cherokee families began registering in Pine 
Log and Hightower (Etowah) for this program with Agents Montgomery, Scudder, Dawson and 

Davis.
 Following is a list of the items that were registered for compensation by a few of the families in 
Cass County as they left to settle in the west.

Samuel Adair Jr.-   Feb 18, 1832: 

Where Nicholson cleared on Two Run [Creek]: One field of 28 acres $140. 

One other improvement at Hightower Town, one old cabin $6; 17 acres of good upland $102; 60 peach trees, 12 acres 
of upland half cleared, ($3 each); One other improvement: 6 ½ acres cleared bottomland (bad fence) at $6, 10 apple 
trees, 19 peach trees first quality, 24 other peach trees (total $486.75). 

One other improvement on the east side of Hightower: 2 cabins, 1 house, 1 lot, 5 1/2 acres good upland at $6, 11 peach 
trees. 

Another improvement at Petit’s Mill Creek: 4 houses, 2 lots, 21 acres low ground, to be placed to the credit of Benjamin 
Pettit’s heirs. 

Total $393.75, including Polly Adair’s improvements on Oothcaloga Creek “not far from Andy Adair’s mill”. 

Joel M Bryant:  

Three separate valuations were made Feb 16, Feb 27 and April 1832 as follows: 

Improvement on Two Run Creek: one good dwelling cabin with two plank floors, good stack chimney 22 by 20 feet, 
$50. 

Kitchen, smokehouse, 2 corn cribs, 2 stables, springhouse, barn, 80 acres cleared highland at $6, garden, 212 peach 
trees, 1 other lot: total valuation $760. 

Another improvement on Two Run: one dwelling cabin, corn crib, smokehouse, 2 lots 2 ½ acres lowland at $7, 9 ¾ 
acres upland at $6, 38 peach trees, 1 lot: valuation $122.75. 

Another improvement known as Spanish John’s old place at Woodward Town [on the Oostanaula River in Floyd 
County]: one double cabin, good roof & entry between, good chimney, $40. 

Another valued at $33. 

Another dwelling without chimney, $25. 

One hewed log wall $35, corn crib $12, stable $5. 

12 ½ acres upland at $6, 5 acres of upland at $6, 15 acres partly cleared at $3, 10 acres of old ground at $4, 8 acres 
of old ground at $5, 4 acres of field, no fence, at $2, 2 lots, one yard lot, 12 apple trees at $1 per tree, 21 apple trees, 
small, at 25 cents each, 106 peach trees at 75 cents per tree. 

 One old house with good roof, one other improvement known as Ashes old place (viz) – cabin two storied high, good 
chimney and roof, $40; one good cabin, $20: one loading cabin $10; 3 ½ acres old ground, fenced in at $4 per acre; 9 
acres upland at $4, 66 young peach trees at 75 cents; total amount for improvements: $679.25. 

Bryant’s improvements where John Elliot and Samuel May reside [in Cass county]: dwelling house of hewed logs, shed 
and good roof and floor, stack chimney, stone, back wall & jams, $35; dwelling house $35, kitchen, corn crib, dwelling, 
$50; outhouse, kitchen, hewed log dwelling, $50; corn cribs and 3 stables, $38; smokehouse, cabin, 36 acres land 
cleared, $302; 13 acres cleared,, plus 6 other acres cleared, $152; 19 apple trees, 46 peach trees, $53.50. 

Edmund Crutchfield’s place: cabin, 10 acres upland, 8 peach trees;  

Joseph Crutchfield’s place: saw and grist mill, two story framed house 50 x 30 feet, pair of mill stones, bolting cloth 
and chest, all timbers of oak, $750; one old house piazza, chimney, stone jams, hearth and back wall, two stories high, 
and one old smokehouse, $40; corn crib, cabin near the mill, 2 lots, $26; 28 acres of cleared land, plus an additional 28 
acres, $208; 172 peach trees and 6 apple trees, $130.50.  

The Shop or Copeland place on the Oostanaula River: mill from the saw and grist mill place $70; framed house, 34 
by 18 feet; double cabin, old corn crib, 2 acres lowland, $37; apple nursery, 7 peach trees, hog style and spring house 
$15.25. 

Joseph Crutchfield’s homeplace on Oostanaula River: large new house, 26 by 18 feet, framed shed, sealed and 
weatherboarded, $400; large new smokehouse, 2 kitchens, a garden lot, $55, stable lot and gate, 2 lots around 

garden and yard, $12; 2 corn cribs, wagon shed, 2 other houses, $65; 3 stables. $24; turnip patch, small lot, 22 peach 
trees, $14.50; 104 peach trees, 7 acres upland, $120; 17 acres river bottomland, $136; 

29 ½ acres river bottomland $236; 2 acres bottom land partly cleared $23.  

Katy Pettit [wife of Thomas Pettit Sr]: 

Improved on [Pettit’s] Mill Creek: one new hewed log house 26 by 22 feet wide, two stories, covered with good walnut 
shingles, good floors and doors, two brick chimneys (one with two fireplaces), all done in good workman-like order, 
worth $313.50. 

Kitchen, 2 outhouses, Negro house, smokehouse, corn crib, 3 stables, 3 lots, one other outhouse, 9 ½ acres of good 
lowland at $8, 62 acres of highland at $5, 20 acres of highland at $5, 30 apple trees ($45), 70 peach trees ($70), 100 
peach trees at 75 cents each, 2 ½ acres of cleared land at $5, total valuations $1,125..  

She enrolled herself from the Hightower on November 23, 1831, with 5 blacks.  

Thomas Pettit Jr.: 

February 18, 1832; improvement at the Hightower Missionary Place: two story log house, 2 rooms below and 
above, and a garrot floor with a kitchen attached, all with good brick chimneys and baking oven to the kitchen, the 

cracks lined and plastered with lime., $633; well, well house, meat house attached, $50; double smokehouse, $20; 
stable, cabin, corn house, $60; 5 lots, $32; 5 ½ acres of upland at $6, 7 acres of bottomland at $8, one ditch 40 rods long 
at 50 cents per rod; 32 apple trees at 50 cents each; and 22 peach trees at 75 cents each; total valuations: $1,011.50 

He claimed another improvement attached to the above, known as Blacksmith William Thompson’s: double house with 
brick chimney, $65; platform and kitchen, one other cabin, stable, 3 lots, well and 8 acres of upland ($32) plus an 
improvement claimed by Jesse Smith ($39). Pettit enrolled himself and family (5 in all) for emigration, making his 
mark before agents Scudder and John Dawson.  

Peggy Pettit [widow of Benjamin Pettit]: 

No valuations reflected on this roll. She enrolled herself and family (7 in all) on April 2, 1832, making her mark before 
agent Montgomery. Benjamin Pettit first enrolled this family on November 12, 1831 from the Hightower, but evidently 
died soon after emigrating. A muster roll of Cherokees emigrating in 1832 under Benjamin F Currey carries Pettit’s 
name aged 25-50 years, with 1 female the same age, 3 males under 10 and 3 females under 10. 

Ellis F. Phillips [son of Joseph Phillips and Ruth Harlan]: 

Improvements by Joshua Robbins on the Hightower River, 3 miles below the saltpeter cave, worth $130; another 
improvement on the Hightower known as Betsy Roe’s [Rowe’s] place, $88; separate improvement of the river 
valued at $468.25; and adjoining improvement, $47.50; another improvement “where they resided,” includes a 
schoolhouse, $2.50; total valuation $391.50. Enrolled himself (signed by Joshua Robbins) on February 17, 1832, 

before agents Montgomery and Davis.  

Other improvements: his home place with a double house ($200). Kitchen and brick chimney ($70), one old cook 
house, $12, one other house, $10, smokehouse, garden lot, stables, 6 apple trees, $76; 11 peach trees, one draw well, 
one yard lot, $22.  

Another improvement on Town Creek (Squirrel’s Place): 15 acres upland at $3 per acre; 16 peach trees at 50 cents each; 
90 peach trees at 25 cents each. 

One other improvement on Town Creek [Pumpkinvine Creek]. 

 1832 was an eventful year for the Cherokees of north Georgia, as things were escalating very 
quickly. The other four “Civilized Tribes” (Seminole, Chickasaw, Creek, and Choctaw) agreed to 
remove themselves, but the Cherokee Tribe remained and fought in the courts to stay. Also, that year 
Cherokee County was being surveyed into sections and land lots by the state of Georgia for the Land 
Lottery of 1832. Cass County was one of the counties established in 1832. Immediately after the 
lottery, Cherokee County was divided further into 10 counties, (and eventually into the counties we 
know today). One county kept the name and is still called Cherokee County to this day. The land lots, 
districts, and sections used for the lottery are still used in real estate legal descriptions.  

 As a consequence of the Cherokee removal, Cass County was established, but at the expense of 
uprooting full-blooded Native Americans from their homelands including well-known families that 
held kindred Cherokee ancestry. 
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 Those of us who live in Bartow County are familiar with the names like Adair and Pettit for which 
Adairsville and Pettit Creek were named. However, few realize these families had Cherokee heritage 
that would come to influence their removal. Many of us may have wondered who they were and what 
happened to them. In the book Cherokee Planters in Georgia 1832-1838: Historical Essays on Eleven 
Counties in the Cherokee Nation of Georgia, historian and genealogist Don L. Shadburn gives us an 
account of what some of the Adairs, Pettits and other prominent families owned and where they lived 
along the rivers and creeks of Bartow County. This inventory is derived from a registry made when they 
emigrated to Cherokee lands west of the Mississippi River.
 Most people know about the tragedy of the Trail of Tears and how thousands of Cherokees were 
forcibly removed from their homes and sent to land west of the Mississippi. Most people do not know 
about the previous treaties that facilitated the voluntary migration of a handful of the Cherokees, 
including some members of the Adair and Pettit families. For the Cherokees in Georgia, there were 
actually two different migration events that preceded the Trail of Tears. One was 1832, and the other 
was 1836 after the Land Lottery but before the Trail of Tears removal. In this article we are focusing on 
the 1832 event.
 George Washington adopted a policy to encourage the “civilizing” of the Indians and to promote 
acceptance into white society. However, 
Thomas Jefferson in the Compact of 
1802 promised the removal of all 
Cherokee claims in Georgia.
 In 1817 approximately one third of 
the Cherokee People moved to Indian 
Territory west of the Mississippi. They 
wanted the freedom to pursue their 
traditional lifestyle and not be coerced 
into white society. They had signed a 
treaty that traded land in the southeast 
United States for what is now Arkansas. 
These were known as the Old Settlers. 
Included in this group was Sequoyah, the 
man who invented the Cherokee 
syllabary.

 Disputes with neighboring tribes and encroachment of white settlers left them wanting to move 
farther west. So, in 1828 Sequoyah went with a delegation to Washington, DC to sign a new treaty 
that exchanged land in Arkansas for land in Oklahoma. This Treaty of May 6, 1828 has become 

known as “Sequoyah's Treaty”.
 In hopes that most of the Cherokees would follow suit with the Old Settlers, The Treaty of 1828 
had a provision that encouraged more Cherokees to move west. As an incentive, following the first year 
of arrival, rifles and other objects were promised as well as financial assistance for the relocation. 
Compensation for farms and property left behind was paid to the Cherokees and white men with Indian 
families that registered. That same year in 1828 gold was discovered 30 miles east of New Echota, 
setting the course of more intense efforts to separate the Cherokees from their land. The state claimed 
jurisdiction and named the area Cherokee County that year.
 Due to the matrilineal clans of the Cherokees, white men married to Cherokee women were also 
required to take their families west. Children of white women and Cherokee men were not considered 
to be Cherokee, so would not be accepted in the clans or expected to emigrate. There were many 
families with European surnames that were considered to be Cherokee, usually because the fathers or 
grandfathers were traders to the Cherokee nation or government agents that had close contact with the 
Cherokees. Also, as a result of this intermarrying, these families had wealth that the typical Cherokee 
did not have, and frequently owned slaves as well. Other well-known examples of this are chiefs, John 
Ross and Joseph Vann.

 In February 1832, several Cherokees or men with Cherokee families began registering in Pine 
Log and Hightower (Etowah) for this program with Agents Montgomery, Scudder, Dawson and 

Davis.
 Following is a list of the items that were registered for compensation by a few of the families in 
Cass County as they left to settle in the west.

Samuel Adair Jr.-   Feb 18, 1832: 

Where Nicholson cleared on Two Run [Creek]: One field of 28 acres $140. 

One other improvement at Hightower Town, one old cabin $6; 17 acres of good upland $102; 60 peach trees, 12 acres 
of upland half cleared, ($3 each); One other improvement: 6 ½ acres cleared bottomland (bad fence) at $6, 10 apple 
trees, 19 peach trees first quality, 24 other peach trees (total $486.75). 

One other improvement on the east side of Hightower: 2 cabins, 1 house, 1 lot, 5 1/2 acres good upland at $6, 11 peach 
trees. 

Another improvement at Petit’s Mill Creek: 4 houses, 2 lots, 21 acres low ground, to be placed to the credit of Benjamin 
Pettit’s heirs. 

Total $393.75, including Polly Adair’s improvements on Oothcaloga Creek “not far from Andy Adair’s mill”. 

Joel M Bryant:  

Three separate valuations were made Feb 16, Feb 27 and April 1832 as follows: 

Improvement on Two Run Creek: one good dwelling cabin with two plank floors, good stack chimney 22 by 20 feet, 
$50. 

Kitchen, smokehouse, 2 corn cribs, 2 stables, springhouse, barn, 80 acres cleared highland at $6, garden, 212 peach 
trees, 1 other lot: total valuation $760. 

Another improvement on Two Run: one dwelling cabin, corn crib, smokehouse, 2 lots 2 ½ acres lowland at $7, 9 ¾ 
acres upland at $6, 38 peach trees, 1 lot: valuation $122.75. 

Another improvement known as Spanish John’s old place at Woodward Town [on the Oostanaula River in Floyd 
County]: one double cabin, good roof & entry between, good chimney, $40. 

Another valued at $33. 

Another dwelling without chimney, $25. 

One hewed log wall $35, corn crib $12, stable $5. 

12 ½ acres upland at $6, 5 acres of upland at $6, 15 acres partly cleared at $3, 10 acres of old ground at $4, 8 acres 
of old ground at $5, 4 acres of field, no fence, at $2, 2 lots, one yard lot, 12 apple trees at $1 per tree, 21 apple trees, 
small, at 25 cents each, 106 peach trees at 75 cents per tree. 

 One old house with good roof, one other improvement known as Ashes old place (viz) – cabin two storied high, good 
chimney and roof, $40; one good cabin, $20: one loading cabin $10; 3 ½ acres old ground, fenced in at $4 per acre; 9 
acres upland at $4, 66 young peach trees at 75 cents; total amount for improvements: $679.25. 

Bryant’s improvements where John Elliot and Samuel May reside [in Cass county]: dwelling house of hewed logs, shed 
and good roof and floor, stack chimney, stone, back wall & jams, $35; dwelling house $35, kitchen, corn crib, dwelling, 
$50; outhouse, kitchen, hewed log dwelling, $50; corn cribs and 3 stables, $38; smokehouse, cabin, 36 acres land 
cleared, $302; 13 acres cleared,, plus 6 other acres cleared, $152; 19 apple trees, 46 peach trees, $53.50. 

Edmund Crutchfield’s place: cabin, 10 acres upland, 8 peach trees;  

Joseph Crutchfield’s place: saw and grist mill, two story framed house 50 x 30 feet, pair of mill stones, bolting cloth 
and chest, all timbers of oak, $750; one old house piazza, chimney, stone jams, hearth and back wall, two stories high, 
and one old smokehouse, $40; corn crib, cabin near the mill, 2 lots, $26; 28 acres of cleared land, plus an additional 28 
acres, $208; 172 peach trees and 6 apple trees, $130.50.  

The Shop or Copeland place on the Oostanaula River: mill from the saw and grist mill place $70; framed house, 34 
by 18 feet; double cabin, old corn crib, 2 acres lowland, $37; apple nursery, 7 peach trees, hog style and spring house 
$15.25. 

Joseph Crutchfield’s homeplace on Oostanaula River: large new house, 26 by 18 feet, framed shed, sealed and 
weatherboarded, $400; large new smokehouse, 2 kitchens, a garden lot, $55, stable lot and gate, 2 lots around 

garden and yard, $12; 2 corn cribs, wagon shed, 2 other houses, $65; 3 stables. $24; turnip patch, small lot, 22 peach 
trees, $14.50; 104 peach trees, 7 acres upland, $120; 17 acres river bottomland, $136; 

29 ½ acres river bottomland $236; 2 acres bottom land partly cleared $23.  

Katy Pettit [wife of Thomas Pettit Sr]: 

Improved on [Pettit’s] Mill Creek: one new hewed log house 26 by 22 feet wide, two stories, covered with good walnut 
shingles, good floors and doors, two brick chimneys (one with two fireplaces), all done in good workman-like order, 
worth $313.50. 

Kitchen, 2 outhouses, Negro house, smokehouse, corn crib, 3 stables, 3 lots, one other outhouse, 9 ½ acres of good 
lowland at $8, 62 acres of highland at $5, 20 acres of highland at $5, 30 apple trees ($45), 70 peach trees ($70), 100 
peach trees at 75 cents each, 2 ½ acres of cleared land at $5, total valuations $1,125..  

She enrolled herself from the Hightower on November 23, 1831, with 5 blacks.  

Thomas Pettit Jr.: 

February 18, 1832; improvement at the Hightower Missionary Place: two story log house, 2 rooms below and 
above, and a garrot floor with a kitchen attached, all with good brick chimneys and baking oven to the kitchen, the 

cracks lined and plastered with lime., $633; well, well house, meat house attached, $50; double smokehouse, $20; 
stable, cabin, corn house, $60; 5 lots, $32; 5 ½ acres of upland at $6, 7 acres of bottomland at $8, one ditch 40 rods long 
at 50 cents per rod; 32 apple trees at 50 cents each; and 22 peach trees at 75 cents each; total valuations: $1,011.50 

He claimed another improvement attached to the above, known as Blacksmith William Thompson’s: double house with 
brick chimney, $65; platform and kitchen, one other cabin, stable, 3 lots, well and 8 acres of upland ($32) plus an 
improvement claimed by Jesse Smith ($39). Pettit enrolled himself and family (5 in all) for emigration, making his 
mark before agents Scudder and John Dawson.  

Peggy Pettit [widow of Benjamin Pettit]: 

No valuations reflected on this roll. She enrolled herself and family (7 in all) on April 2, 1832, making her mark before 
agent Montgomery. Benjamin Pettit first enrolled this family on November 12, 1831 from the Hightower, but evidently 
died soon after emigrating. A muster roll of Cherokees emigrating in 1832 under Benjamin F Currey carries Pettit’s 
name aged 25-50 years, with 1 female the same age, 3 males under 10 and 3 females under 10. 

Ellis F. Phillips [son of Joseph Phillips and Ruth Harlan]: 

Improvements by Joshua Robbins on the Hightower River, 3 miles below the saltpeter cave, worth $130; another 
improvement on the Hightower known as Betsy Roe’s [Rowe’s] place, $88; separate improvement of the river 
valued at $468.25; and adjoining improvement, $47.50; another improvement “where they resided,” includes a 
schoolhouse, $2.50; total valuation $391.50. Enrolled himself (signed by Joshua Robbins) on February 17, 1832, 

before agents Montgomery and Davis.  

Other improvements: his home place with a double house ($200). Kitchen and brick chimney ($70), one old cook 
house, $12, one other house, $10, smokehouse, garden lot, stables, 6 apple trees, $76; 11 peach trees, one draw well, 
one yard lot, $22.  

Another improvement on Town Creek (Squirrel’s Place): 15 acres upland at $3 per acre; 16 peach trees at 50 cents each; 
90 peach trees at 25 cents each. 

One other improvement on Town Creek [Pumpkinvine Creek]. 

 1832 was an eventful year for the Cherokees of north Georgia, as things were escalating very 
quickly. The other four “Civilized Tribes” (Seminole, Chickasaw, Creek, and Choctaw) agreed to 
remove themselves, but the Cherokee Tribe remained and fought in the courts to stay. Also, that year 
Cherokee County was being surveyed into sections and land lots by the state of Georgia for the Land 
Lottery of 1832. Cass County was one of the counties established in 1832. Immediately after the 
lottery, Cherokee County was divided further into 10 counties, (and eventually into the counties we 
know today). One county kept the name and is still called Cherokee County to this day. The land lots, 
districts, and sections used for the lottery are still used in real estate legal descriptions.  

 As a consequence of the Cherokee removal, Cass County was established, but at the expense of 
uprooting full-blooded Native Americans from their homelands including well-known families that 
held kindred Cherokee ancestry. 
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 Those of us who live in Bartow County are familiar with the names like Adair and Pettit for which 
Adairsville and Pettit Creek were named. However, few realize these families had Cherokee heritage 
that would come to influence their removal. Many of us may have wondered who they were and what 
happened to them. In the book Cherokee Planters in Georgia 1832-1838: Historical Essays on Eleven 
Counties in the Cherokee Nation of Georgia, historian and genealogist Don L. Shadburn gives us an 
account of what some of the Adairs, Pettits and other prominent families owned and where they lived 
along the rivers and creeks of Bartow County. This inventory is derived from a registry made when they 
emigrated to Cherokee lands west of the Mississippi River.
 Most people know about the tragedy of the Trail of Tears and how thousands of Cherokees were 
forcibly removed from their homes and sent to land west of the Mississippi. Most people do not know 
about the previous treaties that facilitated the voluntary migration of a handful of the Cherokees, 
including some members of the Adair and Pettit families. For the Cherokees in Georgia, there were 
actually two different migration events that preceded the Trail of Tears. One was 1832, and the other 
was 1836 after the Land Lottery but before the Trail of Tears removal. In this article we are focusing on 
the 1832 event.
 George Washington adopted a policy to encourage the “civilizing” of the Indians and to promote 
acceptance into white society. However, 
Thomas Jefferson in the Compact of 
1802 promised the removal of all 
Cherokee claims in Georgia.
 In 1817 approximately one third of 
the Cherokee People moved to Indian 
Territory west of the Mississippi. They 
wanted the freedom to pursue their 
traditional lifestyle and not be coerced 
into white society. They had signed a 
treaty that traded land in the southeast 
United States for what is now Arkansas. 
These were known as the Old Settlers. 
Included in this group was Sequoyah, the 
man who invented the Cherokee 
syllabary.

 Disputes with neighboring tribes and encroachment of white settlers left them wanting to move 
farther west. So, in 1828 Sequoyah went with a delegation to Washington, DC to sign a new treaty 
that exchanged land in Arkansas for land in Oklahoma. This Treaty of May 6, 1828 has become 

known as “Sequoyah's Treaty”.
 In hopes that most of the Cherokees would follow suit with the Old Settlers, The Treaty of 1828 
had a provision that encouraged more Cherokees to move west. As an incentive, following the first year 
of arrival, rifles and other objects were promised as well as financial assistance for the relocation. 
Compensation for farms and property left behind was paid to the Cherokees and white men with Indian 
families that registered. That same year in 1828 gold was discovered 30 miles east of New Echota, 
setting the course of more intense efforts to separate the Cherokees from their land. The state claimed 
jurisdiction and named the area Cherokee County that year.
 Due to the matrilineal clans of the Cherokees, white men married to Cherokee women were also 
required to take their families west. Children of white women and Cherokee men were not considered 
to be Cherokee, so would not be accepted in the clans or expected to emigrate. There were many 
families with European surnames that were considered to be Cherokee, usually because the fathers or 
grandfathers were traders to the Cherokee nation or government agents that had close contact with the 
Cherokees. Also, as a result of this intermarrying, these families had wealth that the typical Cherokee 
did not have, and frequently owned slaves as well. Other well-known examples of this are chiefs, John 
Ross and Joseph Vann.

 In February 1832, several Cherokees or men with Cherokee families began registering in Pine 
Log and Hightower (Etowah) for this program with Agents Montgomery, Scudder, Dawson and 

Davis.
 Following is a list of the items that were registered for compensation by a few of the families in 
Cass County as they left to settle in the west.

Samuel Adair Jr.-   Feb 18, 1832: 

Where Nicholson cleared on Two Run [Creek]: One field of 28 acres $140. 

One other improvement at Hightower Town, one old cabin $6; 17 acres of good upland $102; 60 peach trees, 12 acres 
of upland half cleared, ($3 each); One other improvement: 6 ½ acres cleared bottomland (bad fence) at $6, 10 apple 
trees, 19 peach trees first quality, 24 other peach trees (total $486.75). 

One other improvement on the east side of Hightower: 2 cabins, 1 house, 1 lot, 5 1/2 acres good upland at $6, 11 peach 
trees. 

Another improvement at Petit’s Mill Creek: 4 houses, 2 lots, 21 acres low ground, to be placed to the credit of Benjamin 
Pettit’s heirs. 

Total $393.75, including Polly Adair’s improvements on Oothcaloga Creek “not far from Andy Adair’s mill”. 

Joel M Bryant:  

Three separate valuations were made Feb 16, Feb 27 and April 1832 as follows: 

Improvement on Two Run Creek: one good dwelling cabin with two plank floors, good stack chimney 22 by 20 feet, 
$50. 

Kitchen, smokehouse, 2 corn cribs, 2 stables, springhouse, barn, 80 acres cleared highland at $6, garden, 212 peach 
trees, 1 other lot: total valuation $760. 

Another improvement on Two Run: one dwelling cabin, corn crib, smokehouse, 2 lots 2 ½ acres lowland at $7, 9 ¾ 
acres upland at $6, 38 peach trees, 1 lot: valuation $122.75. 

Another improvement known as Spanish John’s old place at Woodward Town [on the Oostanaula River in Floyd 
County]: one double cabin, good roof & entry between, good chimney, $40. 

Another valued at $33. 

Another dwelling without chimney, $25. 

One hewed log wall $35, corn crib $12, stable $5. 

12 ½ acres upland at $6, 5 acres of upland at $6, 15 acres partly cleared at $3, 10 acres of old ground at $4, 8 acres 
of old ground at $5, 4 acres of field, no fence, at $2, 2 lots, one yard lot, 12 apple trees at $1 per tree, 21 apple trees, 
small, at 25 cents each, 106 peach trees at 75 cents per tree. 

 One old house with good roof, one other improvement known as Ashes old place (viz) – cabin two storied high, good 
chimney and roof, $40; one good cabin, $20: one loading cabin $10; 3 ½ acres old ground, fenced in at $4 per acre; 9 
acres upland at $4, 66 young peach trees at 75 cents; total amount for improvements: $679.25. 

Bryant’s improvements where John Elliot and Samuel May reside [in Cass county]: dwelling house of hewed logs, shed 
and good roof and floor, stack chimney, stone, back wall & jams, $35; dwelling house $35, kitchen, corn crib, dwelling, 
$50; outhouse, kitchen, hewed log dwelling, $50; corn cribs and 3 stables, $38; smokehouse, cabin, 36 acres land 
cleared, $302; 13 acres cleared,, plus 6 other acres cleared, $152; 19 apple trees, 46 peach trees, $53.50. 

Edmund Crutchfield’s place: cabin, 10 acres upland, 8 peach trees;  

Joseph Crutchfield’s place: saw and grist mill, two story framed house 50 x 30 feet, pair of mill stones, bolting cloth 
and chest, all timbers of oak, $750; one old house piazza, chimney, stone jams, hearth and back wall, two stories high, 
and one old smokehouse, $40; corn crib, cabin near the mill, 2 lots, $26; 28 acres of cleared land, plus an additional 28 
acres, $208; 172 peach trees and 6 apple trees, $130.50.  

The Shop or Copeland place on the Oostanaula River: mill from the saw and grist mill place $70; framed house, 34 
by 18 feet; double cabin, old corn crib, 2 acres lowland, $37; apple nursery, 7 peach trees, hog style and spring house 
$15.25. 

Joseph Crutchfield’s homeplace on Oostanaula River: large new house, 26 by 18 feet, framed shed, sealed and 
weatherboarded, $400; large new smokehouse, 2 kitchens, a garden lot, $55, stable lot and gate, 2 lots around 

garden and yard, $12; 2 corn cribs, wagon shed, 2 other houses, $65; 3 stables. $24; turnip patch, small lot, 22 peach 
trees, $14.50; 104 peach trees, 7 acres upland, $120; 17 acres river bottomland, $136; 

29 ½ acres river bottomland $236; 2 acres bottom land partly cleared $23.  

Katy Pettit [wife of Thomas Pettit Sr]: 

Improved on [Pettit’s] Mill Creek: one new hewed log house 26 by 22 feet wide, two stories, covered with good walnut 
shingles, good floors and doors, two brick chimneys (one with two fireplaces), all done in good workman-like order, 
worth $313.50. 

Kitchen, 2 outhouses, Negro house, smokehouse, corn crib, 3 stables, 3 lots, one other outhouse, 9 ½ acres of good 
lowland at $8, 62 acres of highland at $5, 20 acres of highland at $5, 30 apple trees ($45), 70 peach trees ($70), 100 
peach trees at 75 cents each, 2 ½ acres of cleared land at $5, total valuations $1,125..  

She enrolled herself from the Hightower on November 23, 1831, with 5 blacks.  

Thomas Pettit Jr.: 

February 18, 1832; improvement at the Hightower Missionary Place: two story log house, 2 rooms below and 
above, and a garrot floor with a kitchen attached, all with good brick chimneys and baking oven to the kitchen, the 

cracks lined and plastered with lime., $633; well, well house, meat house attached, $50; double smokehouse, $20; 
stable, cabin, corn house, $60; 5 lots, $32; 5 ½ acres of upland at $6, 7 acres of bottomland at $8, one ditch 40 rods long 
at 50 cents per rod; 32 apple trees at 50 cents each; and 22 peach trees at 75 cents each; total valuations: $1,011.50 

He claimed another improvement attached to the above, known as Blacksmith William Thompson’s: double house with 
brick chimney, $65; platform and kitchen, one other cabin, stable, 3 lots, well and 8 acres of upland ($32) plus an 
improvement claimed by Jesse Smith ($39). Pettit enrolled himself and family (5 in all) for emigration, making his 
mark before agents Scudder and John Dawson.  

Peggy Pettit [widow of Benjamin Pettit]: 

No valuations reflected on this roll. She enrolled herself and family (7 in all) on April 2, 1832, making her mark before 
agent Montgomery. Benjamin Pettit first enrolled this family on November 12, 1831 from the Hightower, but evidently 
died soon after emigrating. A muster roll of Cherokees emigrating in 1832 under Benjamin F Currey carries Pettit’s 
name aged 25-50 years, with 1 female the same age, 3 males under 10 and 3 females under 10. 

Ellis F. Phillips [son of Joseph Phillips and Ruth Harlan]: 

Improvements by Joshua Robbins on the Hightower River, 3 miles below the saltpeter cave, worth $130; another 
improvement on the Hightower known as Betsy Roe’s [Rowe’s] place, $88; separate improvement of the river 
valued at $468.25; and adjoining improvement, $47.50; another improvement “where they resided,” includes a 
schoolhouse, $2.50; total valuation $391.50. Enrolled himself (signed by Joshua Robbins) on February 17, 1832, 

before agents Montgomery and Davis.  

Other improvements: his home place with a double house ($200). Kitchen and brick chimney ($70), one old cook 
house, $12, one other house, $10, smokehouse, garden lot, stables, 6 apple trees, $76; 11 peach trees, one draw well, 
one yard lot, $22.  

Another improvement on Town Creek (Squirrel’s Place): 15 acres upland at $3 per acre; 16 peach trees at 50 cents each; 
90 peach trees at 25 cents each. 

One other improvement on Town Creek [Pumpkinvine Creek]. 

 1832 was an eventful year for the Cherokees of north Georgia, as things were escalating very 
quickly. The other four “Civilized Tribes” (Seminole, Chickasaw, Creek, and Choctaw) agreed to 
remove themselves, but the Cherokee Tribe remained and fought in the courts to stay. Also, that year 
Cherokee County was being surveyed into sections and land lots by the state of Georgia for the Land 
Lottery of 1832. Cass County was one of the counties established in 1832. Immediately after the 
lottery, Cherokee County was divided further into 10 counties, (and eventually into the counties we 
know today). One county kept the name and is still called Cherokee County to this day. The land lots, 
districts, and sections used for the lottery are still used in real estate legal descriptions.  

 As a consequence of the Cherokee removal, Cass County was established, but at the expense of 
uprooting full-blooded Native Americans from their homelands including well-known families that 
held kindred Cherokee ancestry. 

Map Credit: Wyndell O. Taylor and Bernice O. Taylor
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 Those of us who live in Bartow County are familiar with the names like Adair and Pettit for which 
Adairsville and Pettit Creek were named. However, few realize these families had Cherokee heritage 
that would come to influence their removal. Many of us may have wondered who they were and what 
happened to them. In the book Cherokee Planters in Georgia 1832-1838: Historical Essays on Eleven 
Counties in the Cherokee Nation of Georgia, historian and genealogist Don L. Shadburn gives us an 
account of what some of the Adairs, Pettits and other prominent families owned and where they lived 
along the rivers and creeks of Bartow County. This inventory is derived from a registry made when they 
emigrated to Cherokee lands west of the Mississippi River.
 Most people know about the tragedy of the Trail of Tears and how thousands of Cherokees were 
forcibly removed from their homes and sent to land west of the Mississippi. Most people do not know 
about the previous treaties that facilitated the voluntary migration of a handful of the Cherokees, 
including some members of the Adair and Pettit families. For the Cherokees in Georgia, there were 
actually two different migration events that preceded the Trail of Tears. One was 1832, and the other 
was 1836 after the Land Lottery but before the Trail of Tears removal. In this article we are focusing on 
the 1832 event.
 George Washington adopted a policy to encourage the “civilizing” of the Indians and to promote 
acceptance into white society. However, 
Thomas Jefferson in the Compact of 
1802 promised the removal of all 
Cherokee claims in Georgia.
 In 1817 approximately one third of 
the Cherokee People moved to Indian 
Territory west of the Mississippi. They 
wanted the freedom to pursue their 
traditional lifestyle and not be coerced 
into white society. They had signed a 
treaty that traded land in the southeast 
United States for what is now Arkansas. 
These were known as the Old Settlers. 
Included in this group was Sequoyah, the 
man who invented the Cherokee 
syllabary.

 Disputes with neighboring tribes and encroachment of white settlers left them wanting to move 
farther west. So, in 1828 Sequoyah went with a delegation to Washington, DC to sign a new treaty 
that exchanged land in Arkansas for land in Oklahoma. This Treaty of May 6, 1828 has become 

known as “Sequoyah's Treaty”.
 In hopes that most of the Cherokees would follow suit with the Old Settlers, The Treaty of 1828 
had a provision that encouraged more Cherokees to move west. As an incentive, following the first year 
of arrival, rifles and other objects were promised as well as financial assistance for the relocation. 
Compensation for farms and property left behind was paid to the Cherokees and white men with Indian 
families that registered. That same year in 1828 gold was discovered 30 miles east of New Echota, 
setting the course of more intense efforts to separate the Cherokees from their land. The state claimed 
jurisdiction and named the area Cherokee County that year.
 Due to the matrilineal clans of the Cherokees, white men married to Cherokee women were also 
required to take their families west. Children of white women and Cherokee men were not considered 
to be Cherokee, so would not be accepted in the clans or expected to emigrate. There were many 
families with European surnames that were considered to be Cherokee, usually because the fathers or 
grandfathers were traders to the Cherokee nation or government agents that had close contact with the 
Cherokees. Also, as a result of this intermarrying, these families had wealth that the typical Cherokee 
did not have, and frequently owned slaves as well. Other well-known examples of this are chiefs, John 
Ross and Joseph Vann.

 In February 1832, several Cherokees or men with Cherokee families began registering in Pine 
Log and Hightower (Etowah) for this program with Agents Montgomery, Scudder, Dawson and 

Davis.
 Following is a list of the items that were registered for compensation by a few of the families in 
Cass County as they left to settle in the west.

Samuel Adair Jr.-   Feb 18, 1832: 

Where Nicholson cleared on Two Run [Creek]: One field of 28 acres $140. 

One other improvement at Hightower Town, one old cabin $6; 17 acres of good upland $102; 60 peach trees, 12 acres 
of upland half cleared, ($3 each); One other improvement: 6 ½ acres cleared bottomland (bad fence) at $6, 10 apple 
trees, 19 peach trees first quality, 24 other peach trees (total $486.75). 

One other improvement on the east side of Hightower: 2 cabins, 1 house, 1 lot, 5 1/2 acres good upland at $6, 11 peach 
trees. 

Another improvement at Petit’s Mill Creek: 4 houses, 2 lots, 21 acres low ground, to be placed to the credit of Benjamin 
Pettit’s heirs. 

Total $393.75, including Polly Adair’s improvements on Oothcaloga Creek “not far from Andy Adair’s mill”. 

Joel M Bryant:  

Three separate valuations were made Feb 16, Feb 27 and April 1832 as follows: 

Improvement on Two Run Creek: one good dwelling cabin with two plank floors, good stack chimney 22 by 20 feet, 
$50. 

Kitchen, smokehouse, 2 corn cribs, 2 stables, springhouse, barn, 80 acres cleared highland at $6, garden, 212 peach 
trees, 1 other lot: total valuation $760. 

Another improvement on Two Run: one dwelling cabin, corn crib, smokehouse, 2 lots 2 ½ acres lowland at $7, 9 ¾ 
acres upland at $6, 38 peach trees, 1 lot: valuation $122.75. 

Another improvement known as Spanish John’s old place at Woodward Town [on the Oostanaula River in Floyd 
County]: one double cabin, good roof & entry between, good chimney, $40. 

Another valued at $33. 

Another dwelling without chimney, $25. 

One hewed log wall $35, corn crib $12, stable $5. 

12 ½ acres upland at $6, 5 acres of upland at $6, 15 acres partly cleared at $3, 10 acres of old ground at $4, 8 acres 
of old ground at $5, 4 acres of field, no fence, at $2, 2 lots, one yard lot, 12 apple trees at $1 per tree, 21 apple trees, 
small, at 25 cents each, 106 peach trees at 75 cents per tree. 

 One old house with good roof, one other improvement known as Ashes old place (viz) – cabin two storied high, good 
chimney and roof, $40; one good cabin, $20: one loading cabin $10; 3 ½ acres old ground, fenced in at $4 per acre; 9 
acres upland at $4, 66 young peach trees at 75 cents; total amount for improvements: $679.25. 

Bryant’s improvements where John Elliot and Samuel May reside [in Cass county]: dwelling house of hewed logs, shed 
and good roof and floor, stack chimney, stone, back wall & jams, $35; dwelling house $35, kitchen, corn crib, dwelling, 
$50; outhouse, kitchen, hewed log dwelling, $50; corn cribs and 3 stables, $38; smokehouse, cabin, 36 acres land 
cleared, $302; 13 acres cleared,, plus 6 other acres cleared, $152; 19 apple trees, 46 peach trees, $53.50. 

Edmund Crutchfield’s place: cabin, 10 acres upland, 8 peach trees;  

Joseph Crutchfield’s place: saw and grist mill, two story framed house 50 x 30 feet, pair of mill stones, bolting cloth 
and chest, all timbers of oak, $750; one old house piazza, chimney, stone jams, hearth and back wall, two stories high, 
and one old smokehouse, $40; corn crib, cabin near the mill, 2 lots, $26; 28 acres of cleared land, plus an additional 28 
acres, $208; 172 peach trees and 6 apple trees, $130.50.  

The Shop or Copeland place on the Oostanaula River: mill from the saw and grist mill place $70; framed house, 34 
by 18 feet; double cabin, old corn crib, 2 acres lowland, $37; apple nursery, 7 peach trees, hog style and spring house 
$15.25. 

Joseph Crutchfield’s homeplace on Oostanaula River: large new house, 26 by 18 feet, framed shed, sealed and 
weatherboarded, $400; large new smokehouse, 2 kitchens, a garden lot, $55, stable lot and gate, 2 lots around 

garden and yard, $12; 2 corn cribs, wagon shed, 2 other houses, $65; 3 stables. $24; turnip patch, small lot, 22 peach 
trees, $14.50; 104 peach trees, 7 acres upland, $120; 17 acres river bottomland, $136; 

29 ½ acres river bottomland $236; 2 acres bottom land partly cleared $23.  

Katy Pettit [wife of Thomas Pettit Sr]: 

Improved on [Pettit’s] Mill Creek: one new hewed log house 26 by 22 feet wide, two stories, covered with good walnut 
shingles, good floors and doors, two brick chimneys (one with two fireplaces), all done in good workman-like order, 
worth $313.50. 

Kitchen, 2 outhouses, Negro house, smokehouse, corn crib, 3 stables, 3 lots, one other outhouse, 9 ½ acres of good 
lowland at $8, 62 acres of highland at $5, 20 acres of highland at $5, 30 apple trees ($45), 70 peach trees ($70), 100 
peach trees at 75 cents each, 2 ½ acres of cleared land at $5, total valuations $1,125..  

She enrolled herself from the Hightower on November 23, 1831, with 5 blacks.  

Thomas Pettit Jr.: 

February 18, 1832; improvement at the Hightower Missionary Place: two story log house, 2 rooms below and 
above, and a garrot floor with a kitchen attached, all with good brick chimneys and baking oven to the kitchen, the 

cracks lined and plastered with lime., $633; well, well house, meat house attached, $50; double smokehouse, $20; 
stable, cabin, corn house, $60; 5 lots, $32; 5 ½ acres of upland at $6, 7 acres of bottomland at $8, one ditch 40 rods long 
at 50 cents per rod; 32 apple trees at 50 cents each; and 22 peach trees at 75 cents each; total valuations: $1,011.50 

He claimed another improvement attached to the above, known as Blacksmith William Thompson’s: double house with 
brick chimney, $65; platform and kitchen, one other cabin, stable, 3 lots, well and 8 acres of upland ($32) plus an 
improvement claimed by Jesse Smith ($39). Pettit enrolled himself and family (5 in all) for emigration, making his 
mark before agents Scudder and John Dawson.  

Peggy Pettit [widow of Benjamin Pettit]: 

No valuations reflected on this roll. She enrolled herself and family (7 in all) on April 2, 1832, making her mark before 
agent Montgomery. Benjamin Pettit first enrolled this family on November 12, 1831 from the Hightower, but evidently 
died soon after emigrating. A muster roll of Cherokees emigrating in 1832 under Benjamin F Currey carries Pettit’s 
name aged 25-50 years, with 1 female the same age, 3 males under 10 and 3 females under 10. 

Ellis F. Phillips [son of Joseph Phillips and Ruth Harlan]: 

Improvements by Joshua Robbins on the Hightower River, 3 miles below the saltpeter cave, worth $130; another 
improvement on the Hightower known as Betsy Roe’s [Rowe’s] place, $88; separate improvement of the river 
valued at $468.25; and adjoining improvement, $47.50; another improvement “where they resided,” includes a 
schoolhouse, $2.50; total valuation $391.50. Enrolled himself (signed by Joshua Robbins) on February 17, 1832, 

before agents Montgomery and Davis.  

Other improvements: his home place with a double house ($200). Kitchen and brick chimney ($70), one old cook 
house, $12, one other house, $10, smokehouse, garden lot, stables, 6 apple trees, $76; 11 peach trees, one draw well, 
one yard lot, $22.  

Another improvement on Town Creek (Squirrel’s Place): 15 acres upland at $3 per acre; 16 peach trees at 50 cents each; 
90 peach trees at 25 cents each. 

One other improvement on Town Creek [Pumpkinvine Creek]. 

 1832 was an eventful year for the Cherokees of north Georgia, as things were escalating very 
quickly. The other four “Civilized Tribes” (Seminole, Chickasaw, Creek, and Choctaw) agreed to 
remove themselves, but the Cherokee Tribe remained and fought in the courts to stay. Also, that year 
Cherokee County was being surveyed into sections and land lots by the state of Georgia for the Land 
Lottery of 1832. Cass County was one of the counties established in 1832. Immediately after the 
lottery, Cherokee County was divided further into 10 counties, (and eventually into the counties we 
know today). One county kept the name and is still called Cherokee County to this day. The land lots, 
districts, and sections used for the lottery are still used in real estate legal descriptions.  

 As a consequence of the Cherokee removal, Cass County was established, but at the expense of 
uprooting full-blooded Native Americans from their homelands including well-known families that 
held kindred Cherokee ancestry. 

Cherokee County Map - 1832

Map Credit: Wyndell O. Taylor and Bernice O. Taylor
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 Those of us who live in Bartow County are familiar with the names like Adair and Pettit for which 
Adairsville and Pettit Creek were named. However, few realize these families had Cherokee heritage 
that would come to influence their removal. Many of us may have wondered who they were and what 
happened to them. In the book Cherokee Planters in Georgia 1832-1838: Historical Essays on Eleven 
Counties in the Cherokee Nation of Georgia, historian and genealogist Don L. Shadburn gives us an 
account of what some of the Adairs, Pettits and other prominent families owned and where they lived 
along the rivers and creeks of Bartow County. This inventory is derived from a registry made when they 
emigrated to Cherokee lands west of the Mississippi River.
 Most people know about the tragedy of the Trail of Tears and how thousands of Cherokees were 
forcibly removed from their homes and sent to land west of the Mississippi. Most people do not know 
about the previous treaties that facilitated the voluntary migration of a handful of the Cherokees, 
including some members of the Adair and Pettit families. For the Cherokees in Georgia, there were 
actually two different migration events that preceded the Trail of Tears. One was 1832, and the other 
was 1836 after the Land Lottery but before the Trail of Tears removal. In this article we are focusing on 
the 1832 event.
 George Washington adopted a policy to encourage the “civilizing” of the Indians and to promote 
acceptance into white society. However, 
Thomas Jefferson in the Compact of 
1802 promised the removal of all 
Cherokee claims in Georgia.
 In 1817 approximately one third of 
the Cherokee People moved to Indian 
Territory west of the Mississippi. They 
wanted the freedom to pursue their 
traditional lifestyle and not be coerced 
into white society. They had signed a 
treaty that traded land in the southeast 
United States for what is now Arkansas. 
These were known as the Old Settlers. 
Included in this group was Sequoyah, the 
man who invented the Cherokee 
syllabary.

 Disputes with neighboring tribes and encroachment of white settlers left them wanting to move 
farther west. So, in 1828 Sequoyah went with a delegation to Washington, DC to sign a new treaty 
that exchanged land in Arkansas for land in Oklahoma. This Treaty of May 6, 1828 has become 

known as “Sequoyah's Treaty”.
 In hopes that most of the Cherokees would follow suit with the Old Settlers, The Treaty of 1828 
had a provision that encouraged more Cherokees to move west. As an incentive, following the first year 
of arrival, rifles and other objects were promised as well as financial assistance for the relocation. 
Compensation for farms and property left behind was paid to the Cherokees and white men with Indian 
families that registered. That same year in 1828 gold was discovered 30 miles east of New Echota, 
setting the course of more intense efforts to separate the Cherokees from their land. The state claimed 
jurisdiction and named the area Cherokee County that year.
 Due to the matrilineal clans of the Cherokees, white men married to Cherokee women were also 
required to take their families west. Children of white women and Cherokee men were not considered 
to be Cherokee, so would not be accepted in the clans or expected to emigrate. There were many 
families with European surnames that were considered to be Cherokee, usually because the fathers or 
grandfathers were traders to the Cherokee nation or government agents that had close contact with the 
Cherokees. Also, as a result of this intermarrying, these families had wealth that the typical Cherokee 
did not have, and frequently owned slaves as well. Other well-known examples of this are chiefs, John 
Ross and Joseph Vann.

 In February 1832, several Cherokees or men with Cherokee families began registering in Pine 
Log and Hightower (Etowah) for this program with Agents Montgomery, Scudder, Dawson and 

Davis.
 Following is a list of the items that were registered for compensation by a few of the families in 
Cass County as they left to settle in the west.

Samuel Adair Jr.-   Feb 18, 1832: 

Where Nicholson cleared on Two Run [Creek]: One field of 28 acres $140. 

One other improvement at Hightower Town, one old cabin $6; 17 acres of good upland $102; 60 peach trees, 12 acres 
of upland half cleared, ($3 each); One other improvement: 6 ½ acres cleared bottomland (bad fence) at $6, 10 apple 
trees, 19 peach trees first quality, 24 other peach trees (total $486.75). 

One other improvement on the east side of Hightower: 2 cabins, 1 house, 1 lot, 5 1/2 acres good upland at $6, 11 peach 
trees. 

Another improvement at Petit’s Mill Creek: 4 houses, 2 lots, 21 acres low ground, to be placed to the credit of Benjamin 
Pettit’s heirs. 

Total $393.75, including Polly Adair’s improvements on Oothcaloga Creek “not far from Andy Adair’s mill”. 

Joel M Bryant:  

Three separate valuations were made Feb 16, Feb 27 and April 1832 as follows: 

Improvement on Two Run Creek: one good dwelling cabin with two plank floors, good stack chimney 22 by 20 feet, 
$50. 

Kitchen, smokehouse, 2 corn cribs, 2 stables, springhouse, barn, 80 acres cleared highland at $6, garden, 212 peach 
trees, 1 other lot: total valuation $760. 

Another improvement on Two Run: one dwelling cabin, corn crib, smokehouse, 2 lots 2 ½ acres lowland at $7, 9 ¾ 
acres upland at $6, 38 peach trees, 1 lot: valuation $122.75. 

Another improvement known as Spanish John’s old place at Woodward Town [on the Oostanaula River in Floyd 
County]: one double cabin, good roof & entry between, good chimney, $40. 

Another valued at $33. 

Another dwelling without chimney, $25. 

One hewed log wall $35, corn crib $12, stable $5. 

12 ½ acres upland at $6, 5 acres of upland at $6, 15 acres partly cleared at $3, 10 acres of old ground at $4, 8 acres 
of old ground at $5, 4 acres of field, no fence, at $2, 2 lots, one yard lot, 12 apple trees at $1 per tree, 21 apple trees, 
small, at 25 cents each, 106 peach trees at 75 cents per tree. 

 One old house with good roof, one other improvement known as Ashes old place (viz) – cabin two storied high, good 
chimney and roof, $40; one good cabin, $20: one loading cabin $10; 3 ½ acres old ground, fenced in at $4 per acre; 9 
acres upland at $4, 66 young peach trees at 75 cents; total amount for improvements: $679.25. 

Bryant’s improvements where John Elliot and Samuel May reside [in Cass county]: dwelling house of hewed logs, shed 
and good roof and floor, stack chimney, stone, back wall & jams, $35; dwelling house $35, kitchen, corn crib, dwelling, 
$50; outhouse, kitchen, hewed log dwelling, $50; corn cribs and 3 stables, $38; smokehouse, cabin, 36 acres land 
cleared, $302; 13 acres cleared,, plus 6 other acres cleared, $152; 19 apple trees, 46 peach trees, $53.50. 

Edmund Crutchfield’s place: cabin, 10 acres upland, 8 peach trees;  

Joseph Crutchfield’s place: saw and grist mill, two story framed house 50 x 30 feet, pair of mill stones, bolting cloth 
and chest, all timbers of oak, $750; one old house piazza, chimney, stone jams, hearth and back wall, two stories high, 
and one old smokehouse, $40; corn crib, cabin near the mill, 2 lots, $26; 28 acres of cleared land, plus an additional 28 
acres, $208; 172 peach trees and 6 apple trees, $130.50.  

The Shop or Copeland place on the Oostanaula River: mill from the saw and grist mill place $70; framed house, 34 
by 18 feet; double cabin, old corn crib, 2 acres lowland, $37; apple nursery, 7 peach trees, hog style and spring house 
$15.25. 

Joseph Crutchfield’s homeplace on Oostanaula River: large new house, 26 by 18 feet, framed shed, sealed and 
weatherboarded, $400; large new smokehouse, 2 kitchens, a garden lot, $55, stable lot and gate, 2 lots around 

garden and yard, $12; 2 corn cribs, wagon shed, 2 other houses, $65; 3 stables. $24; turnip patch, small lot, 22 peach 
trees, $14.50; 104 peach trees, 7 acres upland, $120; 17 acres river bottomland, $136; 

29 ½ acres river bottomland $236; 2 acres bottom land partly cleared $23.  

Katy Pettit [wife of Thomas Pettit Sr]: 

Improved on [Pettit’s] Mill Creek: one new hewed log house 26 by 22 feet wide, two stories, covered with good walnut 
shingles, good floors and doors, two brick chimneys (one with two fireplaces), all done in good workman-like order, 
worth $313.50. 

Kitchen, 2 outhouses, Negro house, smokehouse, corn crib, 3 stables, 3 lots, one other outhouse, 9 ½ acres of good 
lowland at $8, 62 acres of highland at $5, 20 acres of highland at $5, 30 apple trees ($45), 70 peach trees ($70), 100 
peach trees at 75 cents each, 2 ½ acres of cleared land at $5, total valuations $1,125..  

She enrolled herself from the Hightower on November 23, 1831, with 5 blacks.  

Thomas Pettit Jr.: 

February 18, 1832; improvement at the Hightower Missionary Place: two story log house, 2 rooms below and 
above, and a garrot floor with a kitchen attached, all with good brick chimneys and baking oven to the kitchen, the 

cracks lined and plastered with lime., $633; well, well house, meat house attached, $50; double smokehouse, $20; 
stable, cabin, corn house, $60; 5 lots, $32; 5 ½ acres of upland at $6, 7 acres of bottomland at $8, one ditch 40 rods long 
at 50 cents per rod; 32 apple trees at 50 cents each; and 22 peach trees at 75 cents each; total valuations: $1,011.50 

He claimed another improvement attached to the above, known as Blacksmith William Thompson’s: double house with 
brick chimney, $65; platform and kitchen, one other cabin, stable, 3 lots, well and 8 acres of upland ($32) plus an 
improvement claimed by Jesse Smith ($39). Pettit enrolled himself and family (5 in all) for emigration, making his 
mark before agents Scudder and John Dawson.  

Peggy Pettit [widow of Benjamin Pettit]: 

No valuations reflected on this roll. She enrolled herself and family (7 in all) on April 2, 1832, making her mark before 
agent Montgomery. Benjamin Pettit first enrolled this family on November 12, 1831 from the Hightower, but evidently 
died soon after emigrating. A muster roll of Cherokees emigrating in 1832 under Benjamin F Currey carries Pettit’s 
name aged 25-50 years, with 1 female the same age, 3 males under 10 and 3 females under 10. 

Ellis F. Phillips [son of Joseph Phillips and Ruth Harlan]: 

Improvements by Joshua Robbins on the Hightower River, 3 miles below the saltpeter cave, worth $130; another 
improvement on the Hightower known as Betsy Roe’s [Rowe’s] place, $88; separate improvement of the river 
valued at $468.25; and adjoining improvement, $47.50; another improvement “where they resided,” includes a 
schoolhouse, $2.50; total valuation $391.50. Enrolled himself (signed by Joshua Robbins) on February 17, 1832, 

before agents Montgomery and Davis.  

Other improvements: his home place with a double house ($200). Kitchen and brick chimney ($70), one old cook 
house, $12, one other house, $10, smokehouse, garden lot, stables, 6 apple trees, $76; 11 peach trees, one draw well, 
one yard lot, $22.  

Another improvement on Town Creek (Squirrel’s Place): 15 acres upland at $3 per acre; 16 peach trees at 50 cents each; 
90 peach trees at 25 cents each. 

One other improvement on Town Creek [Pumpkinvine Creek]. 

 1832 was an eventful year for the Cherokees of north Georgia, as things were escalating very 
quickly. The other four “Civilized Tribes” (Seminole, Chickasaw, Creek, and Choctaw) agreed to 
remove themselves, but the Cherokee Tribe remained and fought in the courts to stay. Also, that year 
Cherokee County was being surveyed into sections and land lots by the state of Georgia for the Land 
Lottery of 1832. Cass County was one of the counties established in 1832. Immediately after the 
lottery, Cherokee County was divided further into 10 counties, (and eventually into the counties we 
know today). One county kept the name and is still called Cherokee County to this day. The land lots, 
districts, and sections used for the lottery are still used in real estate legal descriptions.  

 As a consequence of the Cherokee removal, Cass County was established, but at the expense of 
uprooting full-blooded Native Americans from their homelands including well-known families that 
held kindred Cherokee ancestry. 
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