






VALLEYVIEW: 
WHERE SOUTHERN LEGENDS COME ALIVE 

Valky View (circa 1840) 

Join EVHS members at the home place of the 
Norton Family as EVHS sponsors a fundraiser to 
support our Oral History and Bartow History 
Scholar projects among other preservation 
initiatives. Among the tour of the home and 
grounds, meeting some of our famous Southern 
Legends, enjoying a Confederate Gold signature 
drink, bidding on useful and interesting silent 
auction items, you are helping to make sure che 
Oral History Project and che Barrow History 
Scholar Program continue to preserve legacies for 
our county. Heavy Hors D'oeuvres will be served 
followed by entertainment and a si lent auction. 
Limi red to the first 100 registrants. 

Southern Legends will mingle as you scroll che 
grounds ac the antebellum home of the Norton 
Family on October 8th. Cecilia Stovall's good 
friend, Miss Lucy, will hose che occasion in her most 
gracious manor. Music by The Stephen Lee Band 
plays in the background as you ponder the premium 
selected items in a silent auction all while you enjoy 
the food provided by Sixes Tavern, Grand Oaks and 
Southern Mugs. 

Oh, and don't forger to caste che signature cocktail 
of "Confederate Gold." 

Advance registration is required. Call the office co 
determine space availability. (770-606-8862) 

Do you know the kgmd of "Con.federaft' Gold"> 
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THANK You To OUR 
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CON FE D E RATE G O L D 

Valley View 

Johnny on the ~pot 

Lara J Designs 
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Neel Law Firm I Parmenter Insurance Agency, Inc. 
Mike Fields - Peachtree Planning 

Gene Lee - Peachtree Planning I Tilley Properties 
Tonsmeire Studio I Westside Animal Hospital 
Sweitzer Engineering I Jim & Joanne Pugh 

The Magnolia Garden Club I McStatt's Printing 

Akin & Tate P.C. I H & H Realty, LLC I Michael Howren Properties I Morris Color Center I Womack, Lewis & Smith Contractors I Family Savings Credit I Janet Martin - State Farm Insurance 
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MATTIE LEE PRICE COMES HOME TO BARTOW COUNTY 

From the collection of 
Warren A. Raymond 

EVHS sponsored a book 
signing and program July 26 
featuring Texas author, 
Donna Lee Dicksson at the 
Sti les auditorium in the old 
Cherokee Avenue School. 
Donna introduced Mattie 
Lee Price to over 50 Bartow 
citizens and acquainted us 
with a long lost and 
forgotten personali ty from 
Sti lesboro who became a 
worldwide celebrity. At 90 
pounds she performed a stage 
act demonstrating unusual 
feats of strength against ful l 
grown men . She eventually 
performed with Harry 

Houdini , toured Europe and died in Great Britain at the 
age of 29. Donna has placed books for sale at the EVHS 
office and Bartow History Museum. 

EVHS sponsored reception , lecture and book signing for 
Texas author Donna Lee Dicksson. 

Ray Thacker gets his signed copy of the "Forgotten Georgia 
Wonder" from Author Donna Lee Dicksson. 

EVHS welcomed Texas author Donna Lee Dicksson as she 
brought the story of her great-great grandmother, Mattie 
Lee Price, to a standing room only crowd ac the old Stiles 
Auditorium ac the restored Cherokee Avenue School on 
July 26, 2016. Donna is a retired engineer with a 
passionate interest for exploring her past. As a result, she 
has discovered her family roots lead back co Georgia and 
revealed an ancestor char she and Bartow can be proud to 
remember. Donna introduced Mattie Lee Price to over 50 
attending Bartow Countians and acquainted us with a long 
lost and forgotten personality from Stilesboro who became 
a worldwide celebrity. At 90 pounds, Mattie Lee performed 
a stage act demonstrating unusual fears of strength against 
fully grown men. 

Mattie Lee Price was blessed with an unusual ski ll that 
developed into a vaudeville stage act, eventually earning her 
billing with Harry Houdini, the famed escape artist. The 
story of Mattie Lee Price weaves through a great variety of 
places in the United States, Canada, Ireland, Scotland, and 
England. She was billed as a sideshow act in The Robinson 
Show, The Great Wallace Show and Barnum & Bailey's 
Greatest Show on Earth. She was a center ring act in The 
Walter L. Main Circus and even got her own circus poster. 

Her friends were bearded ladies, dog faced boys, armless 

Attendees enjoyed experiencing the recently restored Cherokee Avenue 
School during Donna Dicksson's presentation. £VHS extends a huge 
"thank you" to Commissioner Steve Taylor and Bartow County for 
the preservation of Bartow treasures such as the Stiles Auditorium. 

wonders, midgets, and giants. The world of circuses in the 
period between 1884 and 1899 was colorful, alive, and 
amazing. 

Ms. Dicksson has also contributed an article about Mattie 
Lee Price to the Bartow Author's collection on the web site 
(evhsonline.org). Her books are on sale at the EVHS office 
at the Gold Dome Courthouse and che Bartow History 
Museum. 

, ,•, MA(Jl(T ,( W0"0(1! ~•.•<\"A,•.I ~•F!~'T~,.,, • . 
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1894 Mattie Lee Price performing as "GAZA" 

Courtesy of this Ken Harck collection 
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STAMP CREEK HIKE TENTATIVELY SET FOR OCTOBER 29TH 
FAMILY FIELD TRIP SERIES 

EVHS is tentatively planning our first fall hike EXCLUSIVELY FOR MEMBERS 
ONLY to the Stamp Creek Stone Furnace Ruins Saturday October 29. 

Prior to the Civil War, at least nine iron furnaces operated at one time or another in 
the county. Today, the remains of five of these furnaces can still be seen along the 
banks of Stamp Creek and the Etowah River, where the heaviest deposits of iron ore 
exist. Stamp Cruk Furnace Ruim - (Photo courtesy of 

Sman Tidwell, Ellijay, Ga • Patchwork Rejlurions) 

The industry, which began with the arrival in Bartow County of pioneer furnace 
builder and ironmaster Jacob Stroup in 1836 and reached its peak in the 1850s, 
abruptly ended with the physical and economic upheaval caused by the Civil War 
and the destruction of Mark Cooper's Etowah Ironworks. Mining operations 
continued into the 20th century, but at a declining rate. An interesting theory was 
presented to a group of attendees at the first Hills of Iron event in 2001 about the 
name Allatoona and the Stroup's influence by DNR ranger James Hamilton: "The 
last furnace built by Jacob Stroup was the Allatoona Furnace, once located where 
Bethany Bridge now stands at the entrance to Red Top Mountain," Hamilton said. 
The bridge crosses what used to be Allatoona Creek. According to Hamilton, "The 
theory is that the name Allatoona may seem from the Stroups - Jacob and Moses - and nor from Native American heritage. 
Apparently the Srroups' ancestors had come from the Ruhr Valley in Germany where there is a small town named Altona. 
Stroup ancestors turn up in Pennsylvania and guess what. .. there's an Allatoona, Pennsylvania. They migrate down this way 
and hmm .... Allatoona Creek, Allatoona Furnace, ere. Is chis just coincidence? " Hamilton poses. "I don't know. It's kind 
of a curious note though.' 

PRESERVATION PROFILE 

Backus
Dellinger
Dunn Home 
745 WestAvenue 

The fearures of this stunning home are typical of 
neoclassical house built at the turn of the twentieth 
century. The colossal four columned front porch on the 
single main gable suggests the Colonial Revival style. 745 
West Ave has 6 bedrooms, 4 baths, and approximately 
5,155 square feet. The property was built in 1929 by Mr. 
and Mrs. Lester Backus, who worked with famed architect 
Kennon Perry to design the house. Mr. Backus, who was 
Vice President of Ladd's, married Mary Cobb Satterfield. 
The home was acquired in 1957 by Mrs. Backus' grandson, 
Jimmy Dellinger. Ms. Gay Dellinger lived in the home 
until her death in 2010. Reid and Brenda Dunn recently 
renovated the home and focused on restoring certain 
aspects of the home to their original features to honor the 
home's history. In chis quaint historic home you will find 
detailed dentil molding and the slate roof, which are 
original co the home. EVHS is proud to have this as one of 
the featured homes on the 2016 Tour of Homes. 

6 EVHS Volume 97, September 201 6 

Magnolia House 
218 West Cherokee 
Avenue in historic 
downtown 
Cartersville. 

Built in 1944, chis charming home is located at 218 W 
Cherokee Avenue in Cartersvi lle, and chosen as Atlanta 
Magazine's fall 2016 featured showcase - Magnolia House. 
The home, was originally designed in 1940 by the Smith & 
Daves architectural firm of Atlanta. However, the design 
was inspired by a drawing by Philip Trammell Shutze - a 
friend of the residence 's original owners, Dargan and 
Lucille Cole. 

Visitors to the show house can enjoy an abundance of 
dining, shopping and attractions only a short distance from 
the home in historic and charming Cartersville, as well as 
attend the EVHS Tour of Homes the weekend of 
November 5th and 6th . Open to the public 
Wednesdays-Saturdays 10 a.m.-4 p.m. and Sundays 1-4 
p.m. from October 19th through November 13th. Tickers 
are available for purchase for $20 each and can be 
purchased through Advocates for Children's website, 
AdvoChild.org, or Atlanta Magazine's website, 
Arlan raMagazi ne. com 



AsA GRIGGS CANDLER 

CARTERSVILLE'S 
CONNECTION TO THE 

COCA COLA EMPIRE 

Local Historian and EVHS Vice President Joe Head 
shared his recent research on Asa Candler, founder of 
the Coca-Cola Company, at a lecture held at the 
Bartow History Museum on July 28, 2016. This 
presentation revealed a much deeper family 
connection to Cartersville than previously known. 
Also, Joe shared his findings to identify where the 
actual pharmacy in which Candler worked may have 
been located on Main Street. A packed crowd found 
this presentation very informative and discovered 
surprisi ng Candler family ties back to Cartersville after 
Coca Cola was organized. You can read all about Asa 
Candler at the Bartow Author's Corner section of the 
EVHS website! 

TOUR OF HOMES 
NOVEMBER 5-6, 2016 

Take a tour of Carcersville's West End and explore histo ri c 
homes and properties - A gallery of spectacular homes from 
storybook Cottage to Colonial Revival reveal derails that 
make the difference on enhancing curb appeal for one of 
the most intriguing streets in che area. 

Historic Cartersville, Georgia , renowned for one of 
Georgia's most treasured National Register Historic 
Districts, will celebrate the 2016 fall season in grand style 
with the region's most popular tour event: the 2016Tour of 
Homes, brought to you by the Etowah Valley Historical 
Society. Experience the living history of Cartersville while 
scrolling through a collection of che city's finest 
architecturally significant private homes and properties 
with this self-guided tour. 

Together, these grand structures tell che story of a genteel , 
gracious city - Cartersville, Georgia. Tour che magnificent 
homes and delight in the stories that historian s and 
homeowners have carefully researched about the historic 
West End of Cartersville. 

The Tour begins at the histo ric 1903 courthouse where 
ample free parking is available. Shucde vans will provide 
transportation to and from the homes. Please note that 
parking will nor be available along the tour route, which 
runs from the westward bound side of West Avenue to 
Attaway Drive. 

Heartfelt gratitude is expressed to the homeowners for 
extending their hospitali ty in the Southern tradition by 
allowing EVHS to feature their homes. 

Another full house for 

EVHS Lecture from Joe 

Head on Asa Griggs 

Candler at Bartow History 

Museum July 28th - very 

interesting and informative 

information!!!! 

EVHS JOINS LEGION IN MARKER 
RE-DEDICATION FOR 

CONSTITUTION WEEK 

The Carl Boyd Post of the American Legion and che 
Etowah Valley Historical Society joined together to 
re-dedicate a forgotten marker in Celebration of 
Constitution Week. Recently a lost marker was discovered 
on the Legion property that had become displaced and 
covered in soil , leaves and weeds. The marker had gone 
unnoticed for decades. It was originally installed in 1937 by 
the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), Company 485 in 
honor of the 150th signing of the Constitution of the 
United States. Local resident, Ernie Palmer's father served 
in the CCC and remembered his father talking about the 
marker. Ernie made a special effort to find it several 
months ago and brought it to the attention of EVHS and 
the Post. The Carl Boyd Post welcomes the public to view 
markers on the Post property. 
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www.evhsonline.org 
Use the above website to 

keep up with the activities of the 
Etowah Valley Historical Society 

Inside ... 

ETOWi\.tI VALLEY 
tII8TOQICi\.L 80CIETY 
P .O . 5ox 1886 
Cerlersville, Georgie 30120 
cvh @c vhsonlinc.org 
www.cvhsonlinc.org 
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EVHS reminds our membership chat we are now billing for 
dues on a monthly basis. As a convenience for our 
members and to assist with your tax records, the EVHS 
Board recently voted to change payment of your annual 
dues to a rolling renewal schedule based on each members 
individual enrollment dace. Each member will receive a 
personal renewal notice during their EVHS anniversary 
month . Watch for your renewal notice on your anniversary 
month and mail it back or go on line to renew. 




