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6AVE THE DATE 
UPCOMING EVENTS FOR EVHS 

May 15, 2016 - Barrow History Scholar Middle School 
Quiz Bowl at Sam Jones Methodist Church Family 
Fellowship Hall. 2:00 co 5:00pm. Open to the public. 

July 30, 2016 - Rafting Through History on the Etowah. 
Fall 2016 - Scamp Creek Furnace Hike. Members only. 
October 1-2, 2016 - AJlatoona Pass Battlefield. Open co the 

public. 
October 7, 2016 - Annual Membership Meeting and 

Dinner at Grand Oaks. 
October 8, 2016 - Oral History Fund Raiser at Valley View 
November 5 and 6, 2016 - Tour of Homes features homes 

on West Avenue. Check back for ticker information. 
Open co the public. 

December 2, 2016 - Annual Christmas and Holiday 
Member Dinner at Roselawn 

Check back for all 2016 even r updates and more 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF 
OUR DEAR DEPARTED MEMBERS 

Berty Pierce 

Longtime friend and EVHS supporter 

IN MEMORY OF LIFETIME 
ACHIEVEMENT RECIPIENT JODIE HILL 

Mr. Jodie L Hill , 96, of 
Marietta , Georgia passed away 
peacefully of natural causes in 
his home on Saturday Evening, 
February 20th, 2016. 

Mr. Hill was a WWII Veteran, 
Bartle of Normandy Beach, 4 
Medals of Honor with l being 
A Purple Heart, he earned title 
of Sharp Shooter as well. He was a member of the Etowah 
Valley Historical Society & 2009 Lifetime Achievement 
Recipient .Jodie Purchased The Chief Pine Log Homestead in 
Barrow Co. Ga. The property was later acquired by writer, 
Cora Harris which later named "The Valley" . Mr. Hill cook 
pride in restoring "The Valley" to its original pristine 
condition. This restoration earned its name on the National 
Historical Registry. This accomplishment earned him the 
honor of July 21, 2009 being deemed "Jodie L Hill" day in 
Barrow County. He then donated the Registered Historical 
Home Site co Kennesaw Stare University, who recognized him 
with an Honorary Doctorate. 
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THIS 
PLACE 

NATIONAL 
TRUST 
FOR 
HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION 

MATTERS™ 

May is National Historic Preservation Month, a time 
when people across America celebrate their history, 
culture, and special places. Sponsored annually by the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation since 1973, it is 
designed to raise awareness about the power historic 
preservation has to protect and enhance our historic 
communities. 

It's much more than saving old buildings! Historic 
preservation champions and protects places that tell the 
stories of our past. It enhances our sense of community 
and brings us closer together: saving the places where we 
take our children to school, buy our groceries, and stop 
for coffee - preserving the stories of ancient cultures 
found in landmarks and landscapes we visit - protecting 
the memories of people, places, and events honored in 
our national monuments. 

In honor of Preservation Month, why not give some 
thought to the things that make your community 
unique. Like human beings, communities also have 
unique "signatures" or what I've come to think of as 
"signature elements." Our community's signature is 
rooted in its unique history, people, arts, architecture, 
heritage, natural resources, culture, commerce, 
agriculture, industry, and institutions. The endlessly 
varying combinations of these diverse elements mean that 
no two places are exactly alike. 

Historic preservation is also about getting involved in 
saving these monuments, landscapes, and neighborhoods. 
It doesn't have to be complicated - it can be fun! There 
are many ways you can get involved in historic 
preservation and save places that matter in your life. The 
important pan is that you recognize the places that are 
meaningful to you, and to our nation's heritage, and that 
they deserve to be around for future generations. 

PRESERVATION PROFILE 
Cartersville Artisan Studio - 21 East Main Street 

In our ongoing journey 
co highlight some of the 
preserved histo ric sires of 
Barrow County, we scroll 
down Main Street in 
historic downtown 
Cartersville co look at a 
gem located at 2 1 East 
Main . Although not 
officially documen red as 
co the exact date of this 
building, we take a look 
at this historic structure 
and seep back to 
yesteryear co see what has 
taken place behind these 
doors. In 20 13 the 
renovation included exposing the magnificent brick 
interior walls, installing heart pine flooring and di covering 
a "hidden hatch" in the foundation. 

From 1937 - 1965 Cowan Motors resided at chis location 
and you can stil l see the concrete ramps used to drive the 
automobiles into the showroom. Carpets by Gregory, a 
reca·I in timrion in downtown, moved into 21 East Main 
in 1965 and became a fixt~re in the community until 
2013. The beauty of Cartersvi lle Flo rise graced the 
building until Mary Ann Henry opened Cartersville 
Artisan Studio in December of 2015. If you have not had 
the opportunity to vis it this circa 1870's structure, stop in 
and admire not only the art but the building that 
showcases a history of transformation but still preserves the 
building's character. 

Owner Mary Ann Henry demonstrates her artistic talents in her 
downtown studio. 
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W HEN THE WORLD CAME 
CRASHING DOWN 

D eSoto in N orthwest Georgi.a 

Or. Jim Langford gave a stellar lecture in his presentation 
"When the World Came Crashing Down" at an event at the 
Cartersville Public Library on Thursday evening, March 
I 0th. H e kept the standing room only crowd at the edge of 
their seats with his information on OeSoco's visit co the 
Etowah Valley in 1540. 

D,: "Jim L1111i{otd -keps the crowd spellbou11d~while describing 

DeSoto in Northwest Georgia. 

• ' .... , .... - ' 
'•,.,,-,.11,,., 
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CABOOSE FINDS A NEW HOME 

Recently the City of Cartersville, Chemical Produces 
Corporation , and LakePoinc Sports joined forces co 
repurpose and relocate a forgotten CSX caboose that had 
been standing in che Chemical Produces Corporation yard 
since the ea rly l 990 's. The C ity of Cartersville was agreeable 
in releas ing the caboose that had been donated by CSX co 
the City for use at LakePoint Station. 

The Etowah Valley Historical ociety played a key ro le in 
initially co nnecting all parries co make this co llaboration 
happen. 

LakePoinc Spores wi ll soon be openi ng a Family 
E ncercainmenc Center co visitors usi ng che recreational 
complex. The Center wi ll be known as LakePoint Station 
a nd ca rry a theme of Barrow History focusing on the 
railroad and mining whil e providing a variety of 
entertainment options, including railroad and 
mining-themed mini golf courses, a C lip 'N C limb 
innovative climbing co ncept, a "Dark Ride" (s imilar co 
Disney's Buzz Lightyear attraction), as well as many ocher 
fun acti vi ties. 

LakePoint Sports has been very communi ty minded with 
preserving county history and formed a history advisory 
committee co help incorporate history elements. LakePoint 

cation plans cal l for actual decommissioned railroad and 
mining equipment co be included in the design 



EVHS WEB SITE CONTINUES TO EVOLVE 

£VHS is pleased co annou nce the continuing evolvement 
of our web site for 2016. The need co update the site was 
necessary co remain current with internee technologies 
and co make the site more robust. The site was designed 
by webmascer, Scott Cooper and guided by an £VHS 
committee consisting of Joe Head , Sandy Lusk, Mina 
Harper and Debbie Head. 

One of the many added features of evhson line.org is the 
addition of Bartow Authors. This link is provided by 
EVH as a venue for local authors co publish cheir 
research or articles about Barrow County. Works hould 
be ubmicced in Microsoft Word format , contain 
references or source documentation, properly citied and 
muse be approved by the £VHS Research and Archives 
Committee. 

One of che articles highlighted in the new Barrow 
Authors section is an informative look at Asa Griggs 
Candler and his apprenticeship spent in Cartersville, GA. 
A snapshot of chis article is likely co drive you co the web 
sire co read the rest of chis article and many more char 
have been posted: 

ASA GRIGGS 
CANDLER 

(1851-1929) 

Few people from Bartow 
County realize that the Coca 
Cola mogul Asa Candler has 
significant family roots in 
downtown Cartersville. Lucy 
Cunyus only briefly mentions 
in her 1932 book, History of 
Bartow County that Asa once apprenticed under local 
doctors to become a prescriptionist. However, a further 
investigation of this clue uncovers a submerged ice berg 
of information that is impressive and adds a new 
personality to the famous people that once lived in our 
community. Research reveals other Candler family 

Bar ow Au hors 
resided in Bartow, 
career connections, 
real estate and the 
primary reason Asa 
selected Cartersville 
to apprentice. 

Read this fascinating 
article now posted 
under the Bartow 
Authors link found 
on che lower page of 
evhsonline.org. 

SALT PETER CAVE NATURE PRESERVE 

The second sire in the £VHS Field Trip eries, the King con 
Saltpeter Cave Nature Preserve is composed of 40 acres of 
largely hardwood forest , underlain by a variety of 
wildflowers and mosses. The area is teeming with wilcllife, 
from deer and an occasional bear co small rodent , snake , 
birds and microscopic life. The Pre erve is located almost 
entirely on and along the fl anks of a large isolated dolomitic 
knob, providing an incredible vista in all directions. 
Ouc-croppings of the Knox series of dolomite are found, 
along with an array of multi-colored agates . The focal point 
of the Preserve is the Kingston Saltpeter ave, and it ts for 
the protection of this endangered natural resource char che 
Preserve has been established. 

The most prominent was Kingston Saltpeter Cave in 
Barrow County. The cave was located fa r enough south of 
advancing Union forces in 1864 chat, while ocher saltpeter 
operations farther north had been overtaken , Kingston 
survived until lace May. Mined for nitrates as early as 1804, 
Kingston was a privately owned site at the outbreak of che 
C ivil War but was taken over by the Confederate Nitre 
Bureau in order co increase production. While none of the 
saltpeter works are in evidence there today, records accesc co 
che large quantity of material processed from che cave 
before its de cruccion by the Union army. 

This cave has been heavily visited, and vanda lized, since ics 
saltpeter mining days. During the 1930's, it was briefly 
commercia lized. Kingston Sa ltpeter Cave is probably 
Georgia's most historic cave. The Pleistocene fossil record 
and archaeological evidence alone warrant ics proceccion 
and continued study. 

(Sources: New Georgia Encyc!opedia and caves.org) 
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ETOWAH VALLEY 
HISTORICALSOCIETY 
FAMILY FRIENDLY 

FIELD TRIP SERIES 
The initial Family Friendly Field Trips were che 
rare opportunity co h ike Ladd's Mountain and 
Sale Peter Cave, which are both privately owned 
areas nor open co the general public. EVH was 
very fortunate co have Patrick Nelson lead the 
Hike, with lecturing comments and interesting 
faces from experts Joel Sneed and archeologisc 
Scot Keith, who shared some of the exceptional 
historical and scientific features of both Ladd's 
and ale Peter Cave. 

Patrick Nelson is a noted Personal Trainer since 
1998 and is passionate about helping others see 
the importance of health and the value of fitness. 
With a strong dedication co helping people live 
longer, healthier lives he can be seen frequen cly 
pursing historic paths in and around Barrow 

·ounty. 

Joel need is a noted author and Fellow and Life 
Member of the National Speleological Society. 
He is past president of the American Spelean 
Hiscory Association, chairs many committees and 
is a recipient of che Carnegie Award. 

cot Keith , enior Archeologisc at New South 
Associates leads all phases of archaeological 
investigations, incl uding survey, testing, and data 
recovery. With research interests centered on the 
prehistoric peoples of the Southeast, he has lead 
the investigation of the Leake sire, a large Middle 
Woodland ceremonial center in Bartow County. 

FIELD SERIES UPCOMING EVENTS 

July 30, 2016 - Rafting Through Hiscory on the 
Ecowah. Join EVHS members on chis last Saturday 
of July and see rare sites nor visible any ocher way. 
EVHS is continuing co accept memberships now. 
Members 011/y! 

Fall 2016 - Scamp Creek Furnace Hike. Members 
011/y. (Derails are being finalized for chis up close and 
personal view of furnaces char scarred an industry 
chat still goes strong today.) 

Wanda Gray - "Loved this! Can't wait to do mo" explorations /ilte this" 

Ed Rock - "1lu cave trip was outsta11di11g and again I app"ciate the efforts put forth by everyone to make 
this happen. " 

Donovan Tucker - "Our enti" family is excited about joini11g EVHS and participating i11 mo" events. 
What a value for a family; spend mo" tha11 that goi11g through a fast food drive through!" 

Martha We//sandt - "Always loved the history of this magnificent a"a and so glad to joi11 forces with 
EVHS" 

Dan Floyd '- nl lea, ,.ed mo" about Sa/Jpi!ler Cave ymt:rday than all the other nmes i went t~ as a ki,// 
Kudas to the EVHS, Joe Head, and Joel Sneed for organizing, kadi11g and teachi11g us about the cav 
It was a very good outing with a K"at group of people. Keep up the roof trips EVHS! 

Danelia Chappell - "I'm excited about the prospect of hiki11g 011 Ladds Mou111ai11. 1l1a11ks for doing this!" 

Jennifer Wiggins Matthews - "Whats Next" 



PRE8ERVINC PACE8 
Of HI8TORY 

EVHS RESTORES OLD, RARE BOOKS 

In the age of Kindle, iPad and che lncernec, many have 
predicted the end of the printed book. Even if chat's the 
future for most readers, just the opposite is true at EVHS 
offices where four of the historic ledgers dating back co 
the l 800's have been restored. EVHS partnered with 
Barrow County in a project co preserve ledgers chat were 
in the greatest demand for repair. EVHS co-president 
Dianne Tate and Vice President Joe Head met with 
Commissioner Steve Taylor co review the fragile status of 
a number of these archived ledger books chat are housed 
in the 1903 Gold Dome Courthouse under the watch of 
EVHS. The books selected for the "face life" were: 

R[ ORD or WRIT 

Bartow County 1888 

HARTER BOOK OF BU I E 

Bartow County 1890 

VOTER 0ATII REGI TRATION 

Bartow County 190.8 · 

COMM! !ONER COURT RECORD 

Bartow County 1910 

" I . ~ db M'k G . e ore •restoratzon pe11orme y t e r1111es 

• ' , _ t, ... 
............ ... _ 'II, 

After exploring options in finding someone co encrust 
these irreplaceable books with such a delicate project, 
Joe Head met with Mike Grimes of TLC Bookbindery 
of Big Canoe, GA. Book bindery is a trade char seems 
lose somewhere in che pages of history bur TLC owner 
Mike Grime exhibits a true passion for chis trade. After 
working for Roswell Book Bindery for over 40 years, 
Mike semi-retired and embarked upon opening his own 
book bindery 

•• 4 _I 1,tf-It i 
Pictured in front of some of the historical 

ledgers are four of the severely damaged , . 
books tnat have been restored. ~··· .. ,., .. .-,, 

• r . , , i r-, . . r, --;;,• 

Mike G1·imes and Joe He:f · 
proudly display fully 

restored books 

EVHS is indeed graceful co Commissioner Taylor for the 
opportunity co preserve chose books which contain so 
much of recorded Barrow history. The project went from 
concept co reality in a short amount of time Co-President 
Diane Tate states "what our Historical Society has done is 
remarkable in this book restoration ; visitors , tourists, 
historians and, most imporcancly, our children , now have 
the unique opportunity co read about life in our county in 
a time that was and will never be again." 

If any of our EVHS members are looking co restore 
cherished heirloom books, such as family bibles, you may 
wane co visit with Mike Grimes at TLC. Grimes can be 
reached at 706-579-1616 or dmgrimes@windscream.net. 
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BARTOW CARVER MEMORIES DAY 

Although Georgia has the oldest public recreation area in 
the nation (Indian Springs deeded co Georgia in 1825), it 
was n' t until 1950 char Georgia had its first African 
American Scare Park. Ir is also the only Scare Park in 
Georgia to ever be named for an African American. 

The History of George Washington Carver Scare Park is 
illustrative of rhe rimes. Immediately after World War II , 
there were no parks for blacks and segregation laws were 
stri crly enforced in scare parks fo r whites. John Loyd 
Atkinso n, a Tuskegee Airman, returned from the Seco nd 
World War and sought a recreational facili ty fo r Africa n 
Americans. H e had little luck getting permits o n hi own 
until rhe rare Parks system stepped in. The Scare Parks 
Di visio n leased , 1457 acres, which beca me Red Top 
Moun tai n Scare Park and 345 ac res, which beca me 
Geo rge Washington Ca rve r Scare Park o n rhe newly 
created Lake Allatoona (1950). John Atkinson became 
the first Black Park Superintendent in Georgia and while 
there built a clubhouse/concession stand , playground, 
boar ramp, boar and fi shing docks, swim beach with 
diving platform and residence. Atkinson operated the 
park from 1950 to 1958. 

Robert Benham scares char Carver became " ... a black 
recrea tional Mecca and attracted visitors from 
throughout the southeast. everal well-known 
entertainers such as Ray C harles and Lierle Richard 
performed at the park .... The park also served as the 
summer home of the Sr. John 's Ski Bees, a black ski club, 
which was headquartered in Jacksonvil le, Flo rida. The Sr. 
John 's ki Bees was the on ly black water ski club in 
Georgia, performing each summer and drew people from 
throughout the outheasr. They did barefoot skiing, sock 
takeoffs, one legged skiing and ramp jumping." This is 
the lake where Rev. Andrew Young and his fa mily learned 
to wa ter ski and where Mrs. Coretta Scott l(jng 
remembers her fa mily spending many weekends at 
church outings. 

The Barrow History Museum , EVH , Keep Barrow 
Beautiful , Noble Hill Wheeler and Barrow Coun ty Parks 
and Recrea tion join ed forces co hose Barrow Carver 
Memories D ay, held on February 27, 2016. This event 
proved to be wel l attended and educational for al l who 
attended . The purpose of this event was to co llect 
in fo rmatio n for a possible onsire exhibit and for the 
crea tion of interpretive signage to be placed around the 
park educating rhe public about chis historica lly 
significant park. 

Attend ees were encouraged to bring photographs, 
newspaper clippings, and other documents related to the 
history of George Washington Carver Park or of their 
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The Atkinson Family - um mer I 958. 
Last family picture made at Georg Washington Carver tate Park 

Attendees were encouraged co bring photographs, 
newspaper clippings, and ocher documents related to rhe 
history of George Washin gton Carver Park or of their 
ex periences and memo ries from the park. EVH S had 
camera crews and equipment co "Record a Memory". 
EVHS sponsored "Oral Histories from Barrow Carver" with 
over 22 histories being recorded from res idents and visitors 
who came co reminisce the days, with a pedal oral h istory 
fea turing descendants of John Atkinson . The Etowah Val ley 
H istorical ociety's Oral Histo ry Project presented , for the 
first rime available for public view, their interview with 
G eorgia's C hief Justice Robert Benham on his 
remembrances of his Barrow Carver Park years. 

Barrow History Museum staff and volunteers were on hand 
co document attendee's memories, photograph objects, or 
scan photographs attendees brought. Light refreshments 
were provided by Keep Barrow Beautiful ; some brought a 
picnic lunch to enjoy on rhe grounds of the park. 

Performer Ahmad H all 
co nducted sin g-a longs of 
period music from WWII 
era in honor of Tuskegee 
Airman and park founder 
John Atkinson , as well as 
performed music from the 
pose-war era (I 950's - 60's). 

Mina Harper and Sally Tomme ire welcomed guests and attendees 
to Bartow Carver Park for Memories Day at the historical park 

on Lake Allatoona 



SECON D ANNUAL BARTOW HISTORY Qyrz BOWL 
Mark your calendar now for the BHS Quiz Bowl scheduled for Sunday May 15 to be he/,d at the Sam Jones Methodist 

Church Celebration Hall. 

1n111 
WOODLAN u 

MIDD LE SCH OOL 
A EUHAR LEE 

2015 Quiz Bowl Champions Woodland Middle School 

The Barrow History Scholars Program was 
awarded "Excellence In Preservation 
Service" by the Georgia Trust for Historic 
Preservation in 20 I 5. This award winning 
project, developed under the leadership of 
EVHS Vice President Joe Head, came to 
life when the EVHS board chose to 
expand the web site to create an in-depth 
public resource for the county's history. In 
conjunction with chis historical resource, a 
program was developed char encouraged 
8th grade history teachers co offer extra 
credit co students who used che website to 
study local history in addition co their set 
curriculum. The inaugural Quiz Bowl was 
held in 2015 with 200 in attendance. Five 
middle schools have applied to compete in 
this year's 2016 competition. 

Five Bartow Middle Schools competed 
for the county championship in 2015 
with Woodland Middle School, coached 
by Jody Prescott, earning top honors. 
Cass Middle took second place after a 
sudden death shoot our with Adairsville 
Middle coming in third place. 

Please make an effort co attend this fun 
event and support our local eighth 
graders as they demonstrate their 
knowledge of Barrow history. The event 
will be held between 2:00pm and 
4:00pm with a reception co follow. You 
will enjoy the facial expressions, energy, 
freshness and learn some Barrow history 
in the process. 

GOLD 
Wells Fargo 

SILVER 
Century Bank 
Grand Oaks 

THANK You TO OUR 2016 Q!JIZ BOWL SPONORS 

BRONZE PATRONS 
Romeos Community Fellowship 

Laurel Magnolia Ladies Club 
Chemical Products Corporation I Georgia Power 

Parmenter Insurance I The Community Foundation of Northwest Georgia 
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SKETCHES OF BARTOW COUN1Y 
BYJ. B. TATE 

jodeen Brown and}. B. Tate disC11ss the iconic sketches contributed by j odeen 
Brown at the recent book signing. lhe artwork featured on the cover and 
within the book h(IS received rave reviews. This book is now in its third 
printing. A huge "thank you" to}. B. Tate for donating proceeds from the sale 
of "Sketches of Bartow County" to the Etowah Valley Historical Society. 
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Newly released Sketches of Bartow County, compiled by local 
author and past EVHS President J. B. Tate, has enjoyed the 
spotlight at local area book signings. Eager attendees stood in 
line at the I 854 Depot in downtown Cartersville for the 
initial book signing on February I I , 2016. The 1854 Depot, 
the oldest operating building in downtown, was the perfect 
setting to unveil the book that progressively looks at the 
historical timeline of Barrow Coun ty. J. B. has combined a 
lifetime of research and passion for Barrow County in this 
book and has graciously donated all proceeds to the Etowah 
Val ley Historical Society. The Bartow History Museum hosted 
a book signing in the 1869 Courthouse on East Church 

creet in downtown Cartersville on April 14th that brought 
more eager readers co the fascinating evolvement of a 
community that was once Cass (now Bartow) Coun ty. 

Books are available for sale at the EVH office in the 1903 
Gold Dome Courthou e, the Barrow Hi to ry Museum and 
the Euharlee History Museum. Ir is indeed an in depth view 
of industry, natural resources, and the trail blazer frontier 
ertlers who created the communities of Bartow. 

EVHS would like to extend a special acknowledgement to 
Sandy Lusk for her dedication and support to J. B. Tate that 
made Sketches of Bartow County a reality. 

Eager book signing attendees stood in line to get an autographed copy of 
Sketches of Bartow County by}. B. Tate at the 1854 Depot in Downtown 
Cartersville for the initial book signing on Febmary 11, 2016. 



ORAL HISTORY EVENT 
WHERE SOUTHERN LEGENDS COME ALM 

October 8, 2016 ,.., Valley View 

You will not want to miss the Oral History Fundraiser that 
will take place on Saturday, October 8th at the historic 
Valley View Plantation . There will be A Taste of History 
with authentic foods that guests at Valley View would have 
enjoyed through the years since the 1840's, along with 
legends of Barrow who will come alive offering attendees a 
glimpse into days of yesteryear. 

The mission of the Oral History Committee is to preserve 
local history by means of audio and video recordings that 
will be available for historical research. Would it not have 
been wonderful to have had a talk with Rudy York as he 
described his major league baseball days, playing in the 
World Series numerous times with the all-time greats and 
returning to Cartersvill e? Can you imagine having a 
conversation with the likes of Mark Anthony Cooper, Sam 
P. Jones, Rebecca Latimer Felton, Bill Arp, Cora Harris 
and other legends of Barrow as they pass on their stories to 
future generations? These are physical links to the past, 
providing meaning to the present and continuity to the 
future - be a part of it by supporting the Oral Histories 
Project at Valley View on October 8th! 

Do You HAVE A PHOTO You 
WOULD LIKE TO SHARE? 

Thank You Fredrick Knight for sharing this photo of the 
Civ il War locomotive TheTexas, which was recently moved 
from the Cyclorama in Atlanta to the North Carolina 
Transportation Museum . It 's undergoing cosmetic 
restoration. Once it 's restored it's to be exhibited at the 
Atlanta History Center. 

We welcome contributions to enhance our galleries. 
Call770-606-8862. 
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